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A   ABRIDGED  CHRONOLOGY  OF  AGRICULTURS'S  PART  IH  IKE  TVAR 

The  folloi^ing  incomplete  list  of  events  and  actions,  described  briefly  in  chrono"?- 
logical  order,  should  enable  the  reader  to  picture  the  part  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  has  played  in  furthering-  the  v/ar  effort. 

May  1940:     The  Department  of  Agriculture  established  a  defense  corimittee  under  the 
Ad m in i s t r a tor  of  the  Rural  Electrification  Administration  to  study  rural  defense 
power  needs  and  povrer  sources.    This  commiittee  cooperated  vrith  the  othsr  agencies 
of  the  GoTommont  in  early  defense  efforts  and  later  in  "orobloms  arising  out  of  the 
T/ar,  *  .  , 

Decembe'r^^'"''2^,  1940;    The  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  foreseeing  that  the  National 
Defense  Program  v/ould  lead  to  increased  consumer  purchasing  pof/cr  called  for  the 
expansion  of  the  hog-pro"duction  program.     Indications  then  were  that  the  spring 
pig  crop  v/ould  be  14  percent  bclo'7  that  of  *40,     The  Secretary  aslxd  "for  a  cr^Dp 
at  least  as  large  as  that  of  1940,     Such  a  1941  spring  crop  ms  produced.  In- 
"■  creased  m.arketing  of  beef  cattle  in  1941' -yi/tis  also  advised,  '  ■ 

December  31,  1940:     By  the  end  of  the  yoar  most  of_  the  effort  of  the  Forest  Pro- 
ducts Laboratory  at  Ivladison,  V/isconsin,  T;as  oriented  to  defense  iTork,     The  Labo- 
ratory vforks  on  ■^.7ood  "substitutes  for  critical  m.etals,  i/ood  in  aircraft  const ructiaij 
shipping-container  supplies  for  Army  ordnance,  and  numerous  other  v^ar  problem.s  iii 
■uTood  utilization.     Later,  the  Forest  Ser^.'ice  also  carried  on  sur^reys  of  supplies, 
production,  and  •'./artim.e  requirements  for  the  primary  forest  pmduots, 

I.fcrch  11,  1941:    The  Lehd-Loase  Act  Tjas  signed. 

April  5,  1941;  The  Secretary'  of  Agriculture  ar-nounced  the  Food  for  Defense  Pro-. 
•  gram,  designed  to  help  farmiors  produce  the  food  ■  roQuircd  by  ne-,T  foreign  Lehd- 

Lease  and  dom.estic  demand.     It  T/as  also  announced  that  the  pricos  of  hogs, 

chickens,  eggs,  and  dairy  products  v/ould  be  supported  through  Goverjiment  purchase 
.programiS,     This  price  support  v/as  authorized  by  the  Steagall  Amendment  to  the  Act 

extending  the  life  of  the  Com.m.odity  Credit  Corporation,  Public  147,  77th  Congress, 

I.ky  5,  1941;    A  letter  from  the  President  directed  the  ostablishmc-nt  of  an  Office 
for  Agricultural  Defense  Relations   (later  Office  for  Agricultural  'Tar  Relations) 
to  bring  into  common  focus  the  consideration  of  farmiOrs'  needs  and  problems  as 
related  to  the  prosecution  of  the  defense  program  and  later  of  the  mr.     It  i^.s 
to  help  solve  farmers*  difficulties  in  obtaining  productior „  equipment, ^supplies, 
labor  transport  facilities,  and  storage  space  required  to  expand  .production. 

May  6,  1941:    A  price-support'  pro  gram.  vjv.s  announced  designed  to  expand  the  produc- 
tion  of  certain  varieties  of  dried  beans,    A  statement  ?/as  also  issued  on  tomato 
prices  in  the  effort  to  stir:ulate  production  by  enabling  gro^/ers  to  get  m.ore 
equitable  returns  for  their  crop. 
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July  5,   1941:     The  field  forces  of  the  Department  in  each  State  and  county  were 
organized  into  U.S  ,D,A.  Defense  Boards  under  the  chairmanship  of  the  chaiman  of 
the  State  and  county  A. A. A,  committees.     The  Boards  form  a  ralljAing  point  for  the 
responsible  officers  in  each  State  and  county  and  to  focus  the  efforts  of  the 
Department  and  cooperating  State  agencies  so  as  to  render  fanners  more  prompt  and 
efficient  aid  in  carrying  on  their  war  activities, 

July  1941:     The  farm  resources  of  the  Nation  were  surveyed  in  order  to  plan  attain- 
able food -production  goals  for  1942, 

August  4,   1941:     The  Secretary  of  Agriculture  announced  steps  for  promotion  of 
community  food-preparation  programs  in  rural  schools  and  other  communitj^  centers  as 
a  part  of  the  national  defense  nutrition  program.     The  plan  provided  for  ten  , 
regional  conferences  throughout  the  United  States  and  lending  of  money  for  equipp- 
ing nutrition  centers  through  the  Rural  Electrification  Adm.ini  strati  on, 

Septemiber  8,  1941:     The  Food  For  Freedom  f  arm- pro  due  ti  on  goals  for  1942  vrere 
announced, 

October  1941:     The  Boards  and  the  A. A  .A,  county  and  comjTiunity  committeemen  can- 
vassed the  farms  and  helped  operators  frame  their  individual  1942  production  plans 
to  enable  them  to  produce  their  proportionate  share  of  the  farm-production  goals, 

October  5,   1941:    Under  a  cooperative  agreom.cnt  with  the  Office  of  Chief  of 
Engineers,  U.  S.  ArmA'-,  the  Forest  Service  undertook  the  topographic  mapping  of 
.several  thousand  square  miles  as  ps^rt  of  the  Na.tional  Defense  Mapping  Program  of 
strategic  areas, 

October  23,   1941:    A  ilation-wide  program  for  the  repair  of  farm  machinery  was  out- 
lined in  a  letter  from  the  Secretarv  to  the  Boards. 

October  29,   1941:    A  farm,  scrap-collection  car.paign  was  inaugurated  by  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  addressed  to  the  Boards, 

December  7,  1941:     Follov.nng  the  attack  on  Pearl  Harbor,  numerous  Forest  Service 
lookout  stations  were  immediately  made  a  part  of  the  Army  Airaraft "I'farning  System.. 
In  a  letter  to  Secretary  of  Agriculture  on  Jpaiuary  6,   1942,  the  Secretary  of  War 
established  official  procedure  for  placing  Department  and  State  lookout  stations  in 
warning  system,    Lore  than  600  observation  posts  novv/"  function. 

December  13,   1941:     The  Department  was  reorganized  to  streamline  it  for  the  war 
effort.     Seventeen  of  its  agencies  Vv\-jre  combined  into  eight  groups,   the  heads  of 
which  only  reported  directly  to  the  Secretary  thereafter.     The  Department  "'.'jar  Board 
was  formed  from  the  hea.ds  of  those  eight  agencies,  and  the  staff  officers  heading 
the   Office  for  Agricultural  Defense  Relations,  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics, 
and  the  Extension  Service.     The  Agricultural  Research  Administration  v/as  established. 


December  19,  1941:     Goals  v/ere  announced  for  the  1942  pack  of  the  four,  principal 
I  vegetables  canned  -  tomatoes>  peas,  corn,  and  snap  bes.ns.     The  Department  also 
established  fixed  prices  at  vrhich  it  would  purchase  the  pack  from  proc-essors  \vho 
had  paid  growers  specified  rates  for  the  crops, 

December ■  19-20,.  1941 :     The  National  Garden  Conf erence  vj-as  held  under  the-  joint, 
auspices  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,,  the  Federal  Security  Agency,  and  the 
Office  of  Civilian  Defense. 

January  7,   1942:     The  Secretary  directed  that  the  titles  of  the  State  and  county 
U.S.D.A.  Defense  Boards  be  changed  to  U.S.D.A.  War  Boards, 

January  IS,  1942:     The  new. goal s  for  1942  farm  production,  revised  after  December  7 
were  announced,  placing  special  emphasis  upon  an  increased  production  of  fats  and 
oils  by  greatly  increasing  acreages  of  soybeans,  peanuts,  and  flaxseed.  Price 
support  and  loans  were  made  available, 

March  8,   1942:     The  Forest  Service  and  ^he  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  made  joint 
announcement  of  their  guayule  rubber  project  follovvlng  immediatel^r  the  passage  of 
appropriate  legislation  by  the  Congress. 

May  8,  1942:     The  Secretary  made  a  statement  before  the  Subcommittee  of  the  Senate 
Committee  on  Agriculture  and  Forestry  investigating  the  uses  of  farm  crops,  in  the 
production  of  alcohol  and  synthetic  rubber.     He  advocated  the  use  of  80  million 
bushels  of  wheat  or  com  to  produce  alcohol  to  turn  into  220,000  tons  of  butadiene, 
the  principal  rav/  material  for  240,000  tons  of  synthetic  rubber. 

May  14,  1942:     The  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  announced  the  arrival  of  a  small  ship- 
ment of  Russian  dandelion,   (Kok-Saghyz)  seeds  which  were  to  b?3  used  for  experimen- 
tal plantings  to  determine  ^^^here  the  plant  would  best  grow  here,  *  *  *  *  The 
Victory  Food  Special  program  v/as  announced  designed  to  increase  the  consumption  of 
foods  in  temporary  or  seasonal  abundance  and  to  divert  consumers  from,  foods  more 
badljr  needed  for  our  armed  forces  and  our  allies. 

May  19,  1942:    A  program  v/as  adopted  designed  to  enable  canners  to  operate  at  m.axi- 
mum  production,  farmers  to  produce  at  capacity,  and  consumers  to  procure  canned 
vegeta.blc  s  without  having  to  pay  extremely  high  prices.     Price  support  v/as  then  and 
later  give  to  tv/elve  canned  vegetables  in  addition  to  the  four  mentioned  December  - 
19  pr.eviously, 

June  5,   1942:     The  program,  to  aid  producers  of  dehydrated  vegetables  needed  by  our 
armed  forces  and  for  lend-lease  shipment  was  undertaken  as  an  emergency  research 
project  by  several  bureaus  of  the  Agricultural  Research  Administration.  *  *  ^  *  A  ^ 
Foods  Requiromernts  Committee,  with  control  over  the  production  and  allocation  of 
all  civilian  and  military  food  supplies,  was  nemed  by  Chairman  Donald  M.  Nelson  of 
the  WPB,  Y"/ith  -Secretary  "i/ickard  as  Chairman,     It  was  intended  to  be  a  centralized 
body  with  power  to  direct  and  handle  the  wartime  food-problem  in  close  coordination 
with  other  com.plicated  war-production  problem.s .  *  *  *  *  Secretary  Wickard  approved 
an  agreement  betxTCen  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  a.nd  the  Forest  Service  under 
v/hich  the  Service,  acting  as  the  Corporation's  agent,  v\rould  conduct  a  large-scale 
enterprise  for  the  production  of  spruce  logs  suitable  for  airplane  lumber  from  the 
Tongas s  National  Forest  in  Alaska, 
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June  9,  1942;     The  fihite  House  announced  the  appointment . of  a  Combined  Food  Board 
composed  of  Secretary  Wickard  and  Hon.  Robert  H.  Brand,  head  of  the  British  Food 
Mission,  to  effect  planned  and  expeditious  utilization  of  the  feed  resources  of 
the  United  Nations.  ,  .   ,  . 

June  30,   1942;     Secretary  Wickard  allocated  to  the  Forest  Service  |223,000  from  the 
Morris-Doxey  Apt  appropriation  to  establish,  in  cooperation  with  the  States,  a 
forest-products  marketing  service  for  farmers.    The  service  provides  information  on 
jiiarkets  and  assistance  in  marketing  operations.     It  encourages  cutting  of  forest 
products  needed  for  v\rar  and  forest-management  practices  that  mil  effect  continuing 
production  and  returns  from,  farm  woodlands ,  .  .. 

July  20,  1942;     The  Administrator  of  the  Rural  Electrification  Administration 
halted  all  construction  of  rural  power  lines  under  the  Federal  lending  program  in 
order  to  conserve  critical  materials  for  the  war  effort, 

July  25,   1942;     Secretary  Yvickard  annoLinced  a  three-point  program  to  help  alleviate 
the  existing  meat  shortage.     The  prices  paid  for  meat  by  the  Department  in  purchas- 
ing for  Lend-Lease  shipm_ent  were  reduced;  local  adjustments  were  made  to  try  to 
bring  prices  into  line  with  actual  costs  to  packers;  plans  were  formulated  to 
enable  packer-s  to  continue  operation  when  they  faced'.the  necessity  for  suspending, 

August  1942;     The  Department  furnished  the  Signal  Corps  a  group  of  its  rural  elec- 
trification engineers  for  construction  work  in  connection  with  the  Alcan  highway, 

August  7,   1942:    A  program,  of  Government  8.id  in  supplying  farm  labor,  set  up  by 
the  War  Manpower  Commission  and  the  Department  was  announced.     It  was  to  be  managed 
by  the  Farm  Security  Administration  in  cooperation  v/ith  the  Y^ar  Boards  and  the 
U.  S.  Emploment  Service.     It  included  paying  the  transportation  of  farm  workers 
for  distances  exceeding  200  m.iles;  standard  minimum  wages;  ant  educational  program 
for  the  efficient  use  of  labor  in  wartime  food  production;  and  the  utilization  of 
some  Canadian  and  Mexican  labor, 

August  20,  1942;     Machinery  had  been  set  up  for  transporting  domestic  farm  workers 
into  areas  where  serious  labor  shortages  existed.     Concerted  efforts  were  being 
m.ade  to  retain  experienced  managers  on. farms,  to  get  industry  to  recruit  its  labor 
in  cities,  and  to  utilize  fully  the  underemployed  workers  on  small  family  farms  in 
lov\r- income  groups  by  providing  Farm  Security  Administration  loans.  *  *  *  *  The 
Secretary  stated  that  he  no  longer  felt  price  ceilings  on  livestock s hould  be  pro- 
hibited by  Irm  until  prices  reached  110  percent  of  parity  and  that  he  hoped  for  the 
repeal  of  this  provision, 

August  28,   1942;  A  pricing,  marketing,  and  processing  program  for  the  major  oil 
crops  vms  announced  to  protect  prices  to  farmers,  to  implement  the  price  supports 
announced  by  the  Department  as  an  inducement  to  farmers  to  increase  their  production 
of  cottonseed,  peanuts,   soybeans,  and  linseed  for  oil,  and  to  preserve  OPA  ceiling 
prices  on  vegetable  oil  products. 


September  1,  1943;     The  Secret.ary,  as  Chairman  of  tho  Foods  Requirements  Committee,  , 
arxnounced  a  voluntary  meat-conservation  program  to  be  follov;ed  in  due  time  by  ration 
ing.     The  amount  of  neat  that  packers  could  sell  into  civilian  trade  was  limited. 
'Civilians  were  asked  to  consume  no  more  than  2-g-  pounds  per  person  per  yreek  of  pork, 
beef,  veal,  lamb,  and  mutton, 

September  1942:  -i-he  Department  announced  a  diversion  and  purchase  program  in  13 
States  to  encourage  the  packing  of  sauer  kraut  in  wooden  containers  to  prevent  a 
large  .part  of  the  kraut  cabbage  crop  from,  going  to  v/aste  for  lack  of  tin  to  be  used 
in  packir^g  it. 

Septenjber  17,  1942:    k  temporary  order  prohibiting  the  sale  of  nev;  farm  machinery 
and  equipment,  except  as  specified  in  a  rationing  scheme  governing  its  release,  was 
announced  and  became  effective  imraediately,  OPA  order  of  the  previous  day  had 

delegated  to  the  Department  authority  to  ration  such  machinery  and  equipment, 

October  2,  1942:     The  Price  Stabilization  Act  vfas  signed.  Sections  5  and  8  of  which 
especially  concerned  agricultural  commodities, 

October  7,  1942r    The  President  authorized  the  Secretary  to  increase  Commodity 
Credit  Corporation  loan  rates  on  cotton,  tobacco,   rice,  and  marketing-quota,  peanuts 
from-  85. to  90  percent  of  parity. 

October  14,  1942:     Goals  v;ere  announced  calling  for  a  15-30  •.  percent  increase  of 
acreage  in  carrots,  lima  beans,   snap  beans,  and  onions,  and  for  the  same  acreage  as 
in  1942  for  cabbage,  fresh  tomatoes,  beets,  and  spinach.     The  follovdng  were  desig- 
nated less  essential  or  nonessential  vegetables  and,  as  was  announced  November  9, 
their  acreage  should  be  reduced  70-85  percent;  Cantaloupes,   cucuinbers,  caulif lov;er, 
er^gplant,  watermelon,  bleached  celery,  head  lettuce,  green  peppers,  asparagus, 
artichokes.     The  Department  ^,^^ill  give  no  aid  to  growers  of  these  in  obtaining  trans- 
portation, labor,  fertilizers,  containers,  and  so  on.     On  November  9  broccoli  also 
was  added  to  the  list  of  vegetables  for  which  the  acreage  is  to  be  maintained, 

October  21,  1942:     The  Department  and  the  OiA.  jointly  announced  the  completion  of  a 
program  designed  to  prevent  increases  in  the  price  of  bread  ajid  flour  to  American 
consumers,  )  ■ 

October  28,  1942:     The  Y^^ar  Manpov/er.  Commission  announced  a  broad  program  to  sta-  "i- 
bilize  emploj/ment  on,  dai ry,  livestock,  and  poultry  farms,  under  a  directive  requir-  . 
ing  the- Selective  ^Service  Sj^'stem.  to  ask  local  draft  boards  to  grant  occupational 
def erm.ents-  .to  necessary  men  in  these  lines  for  i-^rhom  replacements  are  unavailable,  * 

All  new  farm  machinery  and  equipment,  except  •  repair  parts,. was  frozen  as  of 
November  1  under  Temporary  Rationing  Order  B  which  was  to  remain  in  effect  until  - 
State  and  county  quotas  Y.rere  established  as  a  basis  for  a  permanent  rationing  order ^ 
The  Department  and  the  State  War  Boards  were  to  establish  these  quotas.  On 
December  31  the  freeze  v/as.  released,  and  farmers  thereafter  required  purchase  cer- 
tificates to  buy  under  rationing,  ■  . 
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November  10,  1942:     The  War  Manpo¥\rer  CoFanis  sion"  is  sued  a  directive  to  G-overnment 
Agencies  putting  into  effect  its  program  for  conserving,  training,  and  recruiting 
labor  on  dairy,  livestock,  and  poultry  farms.     The  program  got  under  way  experi- 
mentally by  November  22,  the  Farm  Security  Administration  handling  it.  Recruits 
were  to  be  trained  at  State  colleges  and  then  placed  on  .jobs,  the  U,  S ,  Smploym.ent 
Service  cooperating  in  selecting  families  to  be  moved.    Transportation  is  provided, 
YJ'ritten  contract  agreements  between  employers  and  workers  are  required.    The  program 
is  to  help  get  low- income  farm  families  into  productive  agricultural  employment, 

November  17,  1942:    Lith  funds  provided  hy  the  Office  of-  Coordinator  of  Inter- 
American  Affairs,  the  Forest  Service  undertook  tropical  timber  studies  in  Central 
and  South  American  countries  to  obtain  information  on  forest  products  sources, 
supplies,  and  uses  for  war  ship-building,  militarjr  construction,  and  other  war  needp, 
DeiDartment  foresters  already  Y/ere  making  a  survey  of  quinine  sources  in  Columbia. 

December  1,  1942:     The  1943  Agricultural  Adjustment  Agency  program  was  announced 
placing  special  emphasis  on  war  crops  with  payment  deductions  on  farais  failing  to 
meet  v/ar- pro  duct  ion  goals.     Farmers  are  to  m.ake  wartime  crop  adjustments  and  also 
to  adopt  approved  soil  conservation  practices  to  insure  increased  acre  yields  and 
protection  of  the  'soil, 

December  5,  1942:     The  President  issued  an  I^lxecutive  Order  placing  responsibility 
for  the  entire  national  v/artime  food  program  upon  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  lAho 
was  directed  to  ascertain  needs,  formulate  and  implement  programs  to  fill  them, 
assign  food  priorities  and  make  allocations,  take  such  steps  as  required,  to  effect 
the  efficient  and  proper  distribution  of  the  available  food  supply,  and  purchase 
and  procure  food  for  Federal  agencies, 

December  9,  194-2:    An  American  cheddar  cheese  subsidy  program  was  announced  to  ex- 
pand   production  by.  increasing  the  returns  to  farmers  who  ship  milk  to  cheese 
factories.    Under  the  program  the  Government  purchases  all  such  cheese  delivered  by 
factories  at  a  fixed  price  and  then  sells  it  back  to  the  factories,  without  effect- 
ing physical  transfer,  at  2  3/4^  less  per  pound  than  the  purchase  price.  This 
should  enable  factories  to  pay  farmers  a  price  that  -will  attract  milk  for  the 
needed  increase  in  cheese  production  and  yet  prevent  a  rise  in  price  to  consumers, 

December  10,  1942:     The  Department  of  Agricultu.re  was  reorganized  to  facilitate  the 
carrying  out  of  the  national  food  program  entrusted  to  the  Secretary  on  December  5. 
The  activities  of  the  Department  were  in  the  main  grouped  into  a  Food  r reduction 
Administration,  a  Food  Distribution  Administration,  and  an  Agricultural  Research 
Administration,  the  functions  of  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation,  the  Forest 
■Service,  and  the  Rural  Electrification  Administration  remaining  essentially  un- 
changed.   There  was  also  transferred  to  the  Department  certain  personnel  and  equip- 
ment from' the  YJ"PB  and  OCS .    The  Agricultural  uar  Board  Y/as  reduced  to  8  administra- 
tive and  staff  officers, 

December  17,  1942:  There  v\ras  announced  a  three-v;ay  cooperative  program,  of  the  CCG 
t/i th  f 1 ou r  millers  and  distillers  to  increase  the  produ6tion  of  industrial  aicohoi 

for  -war  purposes  by  the  use  of  Govemment-o-vraed  v/heat,  perhaps  50  million  bushels, 

which  vms  to  be  sold  to  millers  for  manufacture  into  granular  form,  a  free-flowing 

hard-v/heat  flour,  for  resale  to  distillers. 


.  ,.ec ember  19,  1942;  The  Secretary  appointed  the  Food  Advisory  Coimittee  thus  auto- 
matically abolishing  the  Foods  Requirements  Corarrdttee , 

^jjecenber  24,  194Z;     The  1943  CCC  loan  and  purchase  program  for  the  gum  naval  stores 
was  announced.     The  program  is  to  be  made  available  through  the  Anerican  Turpentine 
Farmers  Association  cooperative  to  producers  who  comply  v.dth  the  1943  Naval  Stores 
Conser -^ation  Program  of  the  Agricultural  Adiustment  Agency  and  the  Forest  Service, 

December  30,   1942;     Food  Distribution  Order  ilo.  1  was  issued,   effective  January  18., 
to  help  prevent  a  rise  in  the  price  of  bread  to  consuiners,  to  conserve  bread  sup- 
plies and  critical  materials  used  by  bakers,  to  effect  savings  of  labor  and  equip- 
ment in  the  baking  industry,  and  to  safeguard  the  nutritional  value  of  our  bread, 

Decem.ber  31,  1942;     It  was  announced  that  the  Food  Stamp  Plan  would  be  suspended 
March' 1,  1943,  but  that  the  School  Lunch  and  School  Milk  plans  would  remain 
operative, 

January  4,-1943:     It  was  announced  that  the  total  civilian  per  capita  consum.ption 
of  canned  goods  would  range  betv^een  35.4  and  40,3  pounds  in  1943;  this  includes 
comm.ercially  canned  fruits  and  vegetables',  canned  soups,  baked  beans,  and  canned 
baby  food, 

January  6,  ,1945't    Food  Distribution  Order  llo.  2  ¥:as  issued  directing  cream.ery  butte 
manufacturers  to  set  aside  30  percent  of  their  monthly  production,  if  they  produced 
more  than  12,000  pounds  in  any  month  "che  past  year,,  for  direct  war  purposes,  begin- 
ning February  1.    About  two-thirds  of  the  butter  so  set  aside  goes  to  the  armed 
forces.  An  order  vras  also  issued  xo  ensure  an  adequate  supply  of  citrus 

fruit  juices  for  direct  war  requirements  and  so  timing  the  distribution  of  civilian 
supplies  that  canned  grapefruit  juice  Y;ould  be  available  when  fresh  fruit  supplies 
were  seasonably  low.    The  production  of  "all  citrus  juices  except  unc one ent rated 
grapefm.iit  juice  Y^as '  reserved  for  war  requirements,  and  canners  were  prohibited 
from  selling  unconcentrated  grapefruit  juice  till  after  the  end  of  Marchc  - 

Ja.nvia.ry  7,  1943;    I'iachinery  Y^as  established  to  deal  with  temporary  local  food  short 
ages  arising  from  maldistribution  of  supplies.     State  and  area  committees  v^ere  bein 
organized  -under  the  Food  Production  Administration  to  handle  critical  supply  prob- 
lems, to  deterrxine  the  "causes  of  local  sho]*tages,  and  to  recomjnend  steps,  to  prevent 
recurrence.     Trade  groups  cooperate, 

January  8,  1943:     Provision  vj-as ■  made  to  permit  fa; rmers  in  the  commercial  corn  area 
to  bverplant  their- corn  allotments  without  penalty,   provided  they  had  already  ; 
planted'  their  goal  of-  such  Y^ar  crops  as  hemp,  flax,   soybeans,  dry  beans,  dry  peas, 
and  hay  and  pasture  for  livestock.    The  Department ,  al  so  announced  it  Y/ould  support, 
the  price  of  barley  from  the  1943  crop  at  a  level  equal  to  its  feeding  value  in 
relation  to  corn.  .    \    -    ^    '     -  . 

Januaiy  12/  1943;     Food  Distribution  Order  No.  .6  Y/as  issued-  requiring  citrus  fruit 
handlers  in  California,   Florida,  Texas,  and  Arizona  to  set  aside  specified  quanti- 
ties of  lem.ons,  grapefruit,  lim.es,  and  oranges,  except  tangerines,  for  processings 
to  effect  maxim.um  utilization  of  existing  facilities  for  the  production  of  citrus 
juices,  especially  concentrates,  for  war  requirements,  *  *  *  *  This  Y>ras  Farm 
Mobilization  Day  by  Presidential  proclamation. 
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January  17,  1945;     Secretary  Wickard  announced  the  Department's  policy  on  the  em- 
plojmient  of  dollar-a-year  men;  if  employed,  they  can  have  no  administrative  re-  ^ 
sponsibility  or  authority  but  must  be  assigned  to  a  consultant's  panel,  *  *  *  *  In-^^ 
creased  acreages  of  potatoes,  dry  beans  and  fresh  truck  crops  were  asked  under  a 
production- payment  program  for  plantings  in  excess  of  90  and  up  to  110  percent  of  .. 
the  go  al s  , 

January  19,  1943:    Food  Distribution  Order  1|q,  8  was  issued  on  the  use  .of  milk  and 
milk  products  for  the  civilian  production  of  ice  cream,    A  cut  to  65  percent  of  the 
quantities  used  for  this  purpose  during  the  period  December  1,  1941  to  November  30 j 
1942,  was  ordered  to  save  milk  enough  to  produce  97-g-  million  pounds  of  butter  and  ; 
68  million  pounds  of  dry  skim  milk  per  year, 

January  20,  1943:     The  Selective  Servic e "  Bureau  of  the  War  Manpov/er  Commission 
announced  liberalization  of  the  requirements  for  agricultural  deferments,  *  *  *  * 
Food  Directive  llo,  1  was  issued.     It  stated  that  consumer  rationing  of  all  fruits, 
fruit  juices,  vegetables,  vegetable  juices,  soups,  and  baby  foods  had  already  been 
authorized,  insofar  as  they  were  packed  in  hermetically  sealed  containers  of  any 
type  and  heat  sertilized,   or  were  frozen,  dried,  or  dehydrated.    The  follov\ring 
items  were  included  in  the  Directive  to  facilitate  the  administrative  preparations 
for  rationing  vfhen  necessary;  Fish,  shellfish,  jams,  jellies,  preserves,  fruit 
butters,  pickles,  relishes,  and  canned  milk.    Rationing  of  these  products  was  not 
asked  imriediately .  *  *  *  *  The  War  Production  Board  at  the  request  of  the  Department 
liberalized  its  regulations  with  regard  to  electric  service  extensions  to  farmers.  . 

Under  the  new  plan  farms  which  meet  certain  requirements  can  obtain  electric  ser- 
vice for  increasing  food  production  by  securing  approval  of  the  County  War  Board. 

January  21,  1943:    A  drive  vras  announced  to  get  farm  families  to  produce  and  pre--, 
serve  as  much  as  possible  of  their  year's  food  needs.     It  was  hoped  that  30  million 
tons  of  food  could  be  produced  by  them  for  home  supply  entirely  outside  commercial 
transportation  systems  and  processing  capacity,  *  *  *  *  Additional  funds  of  from 
200  to  225  million  dollars  were  made  available  at  the  county  level  through  the  Food 
Production  Administration  as  credit  for  the  production  of  essential  wartime  food 
and  fiber,'  Financing  is  to  take  place  through  the  Regional  Agricultural  Credit 
Corporation  of  Washington,  D,  0,,  which  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  Farm  Credit 
Administration,  and  will  be  supplemental  to  other  sources  of  credit-, 

January.  22,  1945:     Secretary's  Memorandum  No,  1054,  Supplement  2,  v/as  issued  which 
made  some  further  changes  in  the  organization  of  the  Department  to  facilitate  the 
carrying  out  of  the  national  food  program.    Committees  on  Foreign  Purchase  and 
Importation  and  on  Domestic  Transportation  were  created,  *  *  *  *  it  was  announced 
that  the  harvest  of  Russian  dandelion  roots  from  the  experimental  plantings  made  by 
Forest  Service  and  the  tests  of  them  carried  on  at  the  Eastern  Regional  Research 
Laboratory  had  progressed  favorably, 

January  23,  1943;     Food  Distribution  Order  No.  11  v\ras  issued  to  effect  milk-market- 
ing economy,  to  eliminate  packages  below  one  quart  deliverable  to ■ consumer s ,  to 
limit  large-scale  purchasers  to  two  handlers  unless  they  buy  in  excess  of  300  quartt, 
from  each,  and  to  enforce  other  procedures  to  render  milk  marketing  more  efficient 
and  economical. 


January  25,  1945:     Unified  responsibility  for  supplying  labor  for  vrar  production 
on  farms  was  )j;iven  to  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  by  the  Chairman  of  the  T^ar  Man- 
power Commission,  consolidating  functions  previously  divided  between  the  United  • 
States  Employment  Service  and  the  Department  of  Agriculture.     Operating  responsi- 
bility for  recruiting,  and  placing  farm  labor,  the  determination  of  needs  and  areas 
of  supply,  the  tra.nsportation  of  farm  vrorkers  to  shortage  a.reas,  and  the  determina- 
tion of  war-essential  crops  were  thus  brought  together  in  the  Department  which, 
under  a  previous  directive  from  the  Director  of  Economic  Stabilization,  also  has 
responsibility  for  dealing  v/ith  farm  wages, 

January  26,  1943:    An  incentive -pa^/ment  progr&jn  was  announced  to  obtain  greater  pro- 
duction of  sweetpotatoes,  soybeans,  grain  sorghiims,  peanuts,  flax,  and  dried  peas. 
The  paj/ments  are  to  total  100  million  dollars  and  are  to  be  made  to  farmers  who 
produce  in  excess  of  90  and  up  to  100  percent  of  their  goals.  .  The  goals'  were  at 
the  same  tim.e  increased,  the  incentive  pa^rment  being  offered  to  compensate  fanners 
for  their  added  costs  in  achieving  the  increased  goals, 

January  27,  1943:     The  School  Lunch  Program,  xms  so  changed  that  hereafter  sponsoring 
organizations  v/ill  purchase  food  supplies  from  local  merchants  and  farmers  and  be 
reimbursed  by  the  Food  Distribution  Administration.  *  *  *  *  A  program  v.^as  announced 
to  increase  the  acreage  of  designated  truck  and  vegetable  crops  for  fresh  consump- 
tion.    The  crops  included  carrots,  snap  beans,  lima  bea.ns,  beets,  tom.atoes,  cabbage, 
onions,  and  green  peas  groi'vn  for  fresh  consumption.     Incentive  pa^rments  mil  be 
offered  for  plantings  in  excess  of  90  and  up  to  110  percent  of  goals,  and  also  for 
planting  two  successive  crops  on  the  same  acreage  during  the  period  Fehr'jSiry  1, 
1943--Septem_ber  1,  1,943. 

January.  28,   1943:     The  Departruent through  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation, 
offered  special  price  support  to  growers  of  tomatoes,  peas,   sweet  corn,  and  snap 

beans  for  processing.     It  v/ill  purchase  the  output  of  processors  certified  to  have 
paid  specified  minimum  prices  to  grov/ers,  and  then  resell  to  the  canners,  at  prices  " 
to  be  announced,   at  a  discount  sufficient  to.  permit  them  to  pay  the  growers. 
Growers  must  contract  with  certified  canners  to  assure  themselves  of  price  support. 
Farmers  were  urged  to  contract  for  all  acreage  necessary  to  enable  processors . to 
operate  at  capacity, 

January  30,  1943;    A  supplemental  price-support  program  was  announced  to  increas-e 
"ohe  acreage  of  dried  peas  b3'-  the  use  of  incentive  payments, 

January  31,  1943:    An  additional  three  million  cases  of  evaporated  milk  wa.s  re- 
leased to  civilian  consuraers  from  stocks  held  by  the  Food  Distribution  Adm.inistra- 
tion,  .  _  . 

February  3,  1943:     It  was  announced  that  the  price  of  potatoes  vrould  be  supported 
at  92  percent  of  parity  in  order  to  increase  production  to  fill  viartime  dem.ands. 


February  5,  1943:    A  program  of  special  advances  was  announced  to  encourage  the 
additional  production  of  specified  v/ar  crops,  and  to  insure  producers  against  loss 
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on high-risk  crops  or  crops  they  would  not  otherwise  undertake  to  grow.  The  ad- 
vances Y\rill  be  extended  through  the  county  War  Boards  and  the  Regional  Agricultural 
Credit  Corporation  of  the  Farm  Credit  Administration.  The  following  crops  were  " 
specified:  Potatoes  where  the  farm  goal  is  3  acres  or  more,  soybeans  for  beans,  ~ 
flax  for  seed  or  fiber,  peanuts  to  be  harvested  and  picked,  hemp  for  seed  or  fiber, 
dry  beans,  dry  peas,  excluding  wrinkled  varieties,  castor-beans,  tom.atoes,  snap 
beans,  lima  beans,  peas,  carrots  for  processing  qr  fresh  sale,  cabbage,  sweet  com, 
and  table  beets,  the  last  three  for  processing  only. 

February  6,   1943:     Southern  farmers  v\rere  asked  to  plant  as  much  of  their  1943  farm 
cotton  allotments  as  possible,  though  not  to  exceed  them,  after  meeting  special 
"W"8.r-crop  goals.     This  is  to  increase  yields  of  cottonseed  oil  and  meal  and  cotton 
linters,  *  *  *  *  Food  Distribution  Order  No.  14  was  issued  reserving  25  percent  of: 
the  peanut-oil  production  at  the  point  of  refining  to  assure  adequate  quantities  ; 
for  essential  war  uses, 

February  7,   1943:     Cooperative  arrangements  v/ere  announced  wherebj/"  the  basic  food 
research  needed  b^^  the  Army  Quartermaster  Corps  and  the  Navy  Bureau  of  Supplies  and 
Accounts  can  be  conducted  by  the  Agricultural  Research  Administration.     Two  consult- 
ing committees  v/ere  appointed  to  cooperate  with  and  advise  the  Director  of  the  ARA, 
one  consisting  of  outstanding  experts  in  nutrition  and  the  other  of  food-processing- 
industry  research  personnel, 

FebruarAA  8,   1943:     The  Cheddar  cheese  industry  v^as  directed  to  set  aside  one-half  ol 
its  monthly  production  for  direct  virar  use  under  Food  Distribution  Order  No.  15  which 
becomes  effective  February  15.     Domestic  consumption  of  all  cheese  by  civilians  is  . 
expected  to  be  approximately  four-fifths  of  the  1941  consumption.    Manufacturers  of- 
less  than  8,000  pounds  of  Cheddar  monthly  are  not  included.     Prospective  per  capita 
Consumption  for  1943  is  4.8  pounds  com.pared  v/ith  6.4  in  1942,  about  6  in  1938-39, 
5,3  in  1935,  and  a  1935-39  average  of  5.9  pounds.  *  *  *  *  The^ Secretary  issued  a 
directive  delegating  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  responsibility  for  the  catch- 
ing, harvesting,  and  processing  of  fish  and  reserving  to  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture the  v\fartime  functions  of  allocation,   reservation  limitation.  Federal  Procure- 
ment,  and  container  supply.     The  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  -and  the  FDA  v«rill  vjork  in 
close  cooperation,  *  *  *  *  A  goal  of  18,000,000  Victory  Gardens  was  set  up  as  com- 
pared ¥/ith  15,000,000  in  1942. 

February  9,   1943:    An  Inter-Agency  Food  Procurement  Committee  was  created  consist-' 
ing  of  representatives  of  principal  Government  agencies  buying  food  for  war  pur- 
poses.    It  consists  of  members  from  the  Food  Distribution  Administration,  the 
Director  of  v/hich  is  Chairm£m,  the  Y/ar  Department,  the  Navy  Department,  the  Marine 
Corps,  the  Verteran' s  Administration,  the  Imr  Production  Boa.rd,  the  Board  of" 
Economic  li/arfare,   the  Office  of  Price  Administration,  and  the  Commodity  Credit 
Corporation, 
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^    February  14,  1943:     The  program  designed  to  mobilize  more  than  3^  million 
?    v/orkers  to  help  farmers  meet  the  "Nation's  increased  food  and  fiber  require- 
*   men-OS  for  1943  v/as  annoimced.    This  program  complies  with  the  War  Manpov;er 

Commission's  directive  assigning  the  Department  responsibility  for  farm  labor. 

It  is  designed  to  provide  year-round,   seasonal,  and  "emergency  haryest  workers-. 

^ebruaryl?,  1943:     The  castor-bean  seed-production  program  was  announced, 
designed  to  produce  a  stockpile  of  approximately  3  million  pounds  of  pi^re  va- 
riety castor-beans  for  planting  purposes.        "  -  ' 

February  20.  1943':     At  the  Secretary's  request  dry  edible  beans,  dry  peas, 
lentils,  and  dehydrated  and  dry  soups  were  added  to  the  list  of  foods  to  be 
rationed  to  consumers  by  the  OPA  beginning  March  1,  because  of  heavy  demands 
by  our  armed  forces  and  the  Russian  Arm.y  for  dry  beans  and  dry  peas. 

February  23,  1945:     The  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  Office  of  Education 
announced  their  Joint  campaign  to  recruit  from^  500,000  to  650,000.  Victary  Farm 
Volunteers  among  non-farm  youth  to  do  farm  work  during  the  spring  and  summer 
months.    These  will  be  part  of  the  U.  S.  Crop  Corps.  *  *  *  *  I'^heat  marketing 
quotas  were  suspended  in  a  move  to  insure  adequate  food  and  feed  supplies. 

March  1.  1943:     An  Agricultural  Labor  Administration- .was  created  in  the  Depart- 
ment to  be  responsible  for  the  development  and  direction  of  all  phases  of  its 
farm  labor  program.     It  took  over  such  work  previously  carried  on  by  the  Agri- 
cultural Labor  Branch  of  the  FPA,  and-Will  integrate  farm  labor, work  done  by 
the  5DA,  the  FSA,  and  the  Extension  Service,-  or  elsewhere  in- the  Department. 

March  5,  1943;     A  three-point  program  "to  prevent  blaclc  market  operations  was 
announced  as  part  of  a  national  meat-management  plan.  '  It  involved  livestock 
slaughter  under  a  permit  system;   complete  records  of  all  operations  -  of  slaugh- 
terers; and  the  setting  aside  for  war  use  of  designated  percentages  of  their 
production  by  slaughterers  operating  under  Federal  inspection. 

March  8,  1943:     It  was  announced  that  farm  families  enlisted  in  the  1943  food 
production  program  will  be  av/arded  a  Certificate  of  Farm  War  Service ,  in  recog- ' 
nit  ion  of  their  efforts.  •    ^  - 

March  10,  1945:     Announcement  was  made"  of  'a  meeting  of  fatty  oils  manufacturers 
with  Department  representatives  in  Washington  to  discuss  ways  and  means  of 
combating  the  shortage  of  fats  and  oils;  the  expansion  of  tall  oil  refining 
capacity  was  proposed,  this  being  a  pulpwood  by-product  which  can  be  used  as 
an  "extender"  of  fats  and  oils. 

March  11,  1945;  The  Secretary  authorized  the  OPA  to  institute  rationing,  of 
meats,  edible  fats  and  oils  including  butter,  cheese,  and  canned  fish  on  or 
before  April  1 .  .    .  - 

March  15,   1945;     A  price-support  program  to  facilitate  increased  production 
and  processing  of  canning  vegetables  in  1945  was  announced,  superseding  the 
program  announced  January  28  last.     The  program,  assures  farmers  20  to  50  per- 
cent -higher  prices  for  their  crops  than  in  1942  and  protects  canners  against 
losses  due  to  increased  cost  of  raw  products.     Crops  involved  are:  Tomatoes, 
sweet  corn,  snap  beans,  green  peas,  lima  beans,,  beets,  -carrots,-  and  ca.bbage 
f^r  kraut.     CCC  will  buy  raw  materials  from  canners  to  support  prices  and  then 
re-sell  th  them,  at  1942  prices.    OPA  collaborates  with  the  Department  in  the 
program* 
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March  16«  1943;  fhe  Standing  Agricultioral  Conunittee  of  Canada  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  consisting  of  officials  of  both  countries,  was  established 
to  coordinate  production  and  distribution  policies  of  the  two  (Countries. 

March  23,  1945;     Food  Distribution  Order  40  was  issued  providing  that  all  shell 
eggs  in  cold  storage  on  May  31  shall  be  s@t  aside  for  governmental  agencies, 
^?his  was  done  on  the  basis  of  information  tJtiat  ^t^ra^e  had  so  increased  in 
recent  weeks  that  the  heavy  movement  of  shell  eggs  into  storage  adversely  af--- 
fected  civilian  supiolies.    Food  Distribution  Order  41  was  issued  reserving 
the  entire  1943  production  of  spray-process  dried  whole  eggs  for  delivery  to 
governmental  agencies.     It  also  limited  production  of  frozen  and  liquid  eggs, 
dried  yolks,  dried  albumen,  and  pan-dried  whole  eggs  to  the  quantities  produced 
and  sold  for  commercial  use  in  1942,  but  it  will  not  reduce  the  quantity  of 
such  products  available  for  civilian  use  below  the  civilian  consumption  level 
of  1942.  ,  , 

March  24.  1943;     xhe  transfer  of  the  ITutrition  Division  of  the  Office  of  Defense 
Health  and  Welfare  Service  to  the  Department's  Food  Distribution  Administration 
was  announced,  pursuant  to  3xecutive  Order  9310,   issued  by  the  President  on 
March  9.    The  Division  will  form  the  nucleus  of  a  Nutrition  and  Food  Conser- 
vation Branch  in  the  FDA,  which  will  attempt  to  align  every  kitchen  in  the 
Nation  with  the  war  food  program. 

March  26,  1943;     The  President ' s  Executive  Order  established  an  Administration 
of  Food  Production  and  Distribution  consolidating  the  former  Food  Production 
Administration  (except  Farm  Credit  Administration),  Food  Distribution  Admin- 
istration,  Commodity  Credit  Corporation,  and  Extension  Service.     Tiie  Adminis- 
trator cf  Food  production  and  Food  Distribution  will  hold  powers  conferred 
'on  the  Secretary  by  the  Executive  Order  of  December  5,  1942,  including  those 
with  respect  to  farm  manpower  and  labor.     The  Secretary  will  continue  as  a 
member  of  ^^P3,  chairman  of  the  Int  er-Dcp  art  mental  Committee,  and  United  States 
representative  on  the  Combined  Food  Board. 

March  30,  1943;     The  Food  Distribution  Administration  announced  it  would  soon 
release  two  million  cases  of  canned  fruits  and  vegetables  to  augment  civilian 
supplies.  *  *  *  *  The  Rubber  Director  and  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  jointly 
announced  tha.t  the  Guayule  Emergency  Rubber  Program  is  to  be  curtailed  to  min- 
imize interference  with  food-crops  13 reduction.     Such  high-grade, . irrigated 
land  leased  but  not  already  planted  to  guayule  will  be  turned  back  to  owners 
or  subleased  for  food  production.    Ho  further  lands  will  be  leased  for  the 
rubber  project, 

A-nril  19,  1943;     A  supplement  to  Executive  Order  ITo.  9322,  of  March  26,  named 
the  new  Department  food  agency  the  War  Food  Administration  and  clarified  the 
powers  and  functions  of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  and  the  War  Food  Admin- 
istrator. 

'Aiaril  30,  1943;     The  WFA  announced  a  new  organization  under  a  deputy  adminis- 
trator to  administer  the  fam  labor  program. 

<  May  10,  1943;  The  WFA  established  an  Office  of  Materials  and  Facilities  under 
a  deputy  administrator  to  have  charge  of  ail  programs  concerned  with  supplies, 
machinery,  equipment,  materials,  and  facilities  used  in  producing  and  process- 
ing food.  *  *  *  *  The  AEIA  announced  that  apple  sirup,  which  its  scientists 
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developed  to  make  use  of  off-grade  fruit  and  apple  waste,  was  in  large-scale 
commercial  production  and,  pjnong  other  things,  was  being  used  "by  the  tobacco 
industry  to  replace  glycerin  needed  in  making  explosives.  . 

May  13,  1945:    The  administrators  in  charge-  of  food  production  and  food  dis- 
tribution activities  became  members  of  tha  Executive  ■  Staff  of  the  *  *  *  * 
The  ARA.  annouic  ed  an  improved  method  for  dehydrating  natural  American  cheddar 
cheese  for  Lend-^Lease  and  other  uses,  which  will  release  spray-drying  equip- 
ment for  drying  other  foods. 

May  17,  1943;     A  War  Meat  Soaxd  was  established  to  facilitate  the  handling 
of  the  Nation-'  &  meat  supply,  as  was  jointly  announced  by  the  WA  and  the  OPA. 

May  18,  1943:     The.  ARA  announced  a.  new  tyj>e  of  lignin  plastic  which  -can  be 
made  from  farm  wastes  and  used  to  replace  m.etal  for  many  purposes,  including 
some  military.    The  Northern  Regional  Research  La^boratory  had  made  the  plastic 
from  cornstalks,  wheat  straw,  flax  shives,  and  other  fibrous  ma.terials. 

May  19 1943:  The  ^IFA  sharply  reduced  the  quantities  of  canned  fruits- , and 
vegetables  that  can-ners,  must  set  aside  from  1943  production  for  G-overnmemt 
requirements.  •  -  •. 

May  35,  1943:     The  War  Food  Adjnlnistrator  asked  Governors  and  Commissioners 
of  Agriculture  i-n  flood- stricken  States  of  the  middle  Mississippi  ba^sin  to 
meet  with  his  personal  representative  on  May  26  to  formulate  a  joint  Federal- 
State  program  for  1943  food  production  in  the  flooded  area.s. 

May  26,  1943:     The  VffA  and  the  VijPS  announced  a  program  to  relieve  fajrmers' 
lumber  needs  for  essential  repa.ir  and  construction,  the  latter  extending  a 
AA-2  preference  rating-  for  delivery  of  500,000,000  board  feet  of  l;umber  during 
June  to  September,  on  authorized  purchase  certif ica.tes,   the  distribution  phase 
of  the  program  being  handled  by  the  WA,  *  *  *  *  The  ^>^A  announced  the  a-ppoint- 
ment  of  .a' Director -of  Tran-sportation  to  act  as  the  Administrator direct  rep- 
resentative in  coordinating  the  transportation  work  of  it s. .constituent  agencies. 

May  28,  1943:-   The  ICFA- announced  measures  are  being  provided  to  requisition  • 
idle  .farm  -  machinery  where  necessary  to  make  it  available  for- pur  cha.se  by  farmers 
in  need  of  it  or  who  can  put  it  to  full  use.  *  *  *  *  The  jForest  Service  announced 
completion  of  experimental  plantings  of  four  selected  strains  of  goldenrod, 
totaling  650  acres,  as.  part-  of  the  emergency  rubber  program-.  ..    "  - 

May  31,  1943:     Pisconti-nuance  of  Commodity  Credit  Corpora^tion  sales  of  wheat 
for  feed  after  May  31,  except  to  take  care  of  emergency  situations,  was  announced 
by  the  WFA.  .         '  "  ,  ^.  ^    :  ■    .  .  •     -  -. 

June  3.  - 1943;  ^  The  Beverages  and  Tobacco  Division  of  the-         became,  part  of  . 
the  IVFA,  its  functions  to  be  administered  by  the  FDA, 

June- 16,  1943;     The  WFA  took  emergency_ action  to  keep- corn-processing  plants 
supplied  with  corn  needed  in -the  production,  of  war  .p-roducts«-  -At  the  sajne  time, 
it  -called  all  ToaJis -on  the  1942  crop  corn,  loans  ■  to  be- paid  or- the  corn  deliv- 
ered to  the  CCC  not  later  than  July  15.  *  *  *  *  The  ARA  announced  a  method  ... 
of  producing  alcohol  from  wheat  without  the  addition  of  malt,  with  the  poss- 
ibility of  separating  protein  and  starch  at  the  beginning  of  the  alcohol  process. 
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If  this  could  be  done  commercially  at  low  expense,  a  large  quantity  of  protein 
for  livestock  feed  and  other  uses  could  be  made  available  before  distillation 
instead  of  being  recovered  from  distiller's  slop  as  at  present. 

June  284  1943;     An  Office  of  Labor  was  established  in  the  W?A  to  Carry  out 
all  labor,  manpower,  and  wage-stabilization  programs  heretofore  carried  out 
by  various  agencies  cf  the  Administration. 

June  25,  1943:     ^'he  WFA  announced  requisitioning  corn  stocks  in  96  midwestern 
terminal  elevators  in  a  further  effort  to  get  corn  to  vital  processing  plants, 
the  supply  obtained  to  be  allocated  later  by  the  Administration. 

July  8.  1943:  ^^FA  announced  its  intention  to  purchase  canned  vegetables  - 
tomatoes,  tomato  juice,  tomato  pulp,  tomato  paste,  sweet  corn,  snap  beans, 
green  peas,  lima  beans,  beets,  and  carrots  -  under  a  price-support  program. 

July  13,  1945:     WFA  announced  the  1944  all-out  food-production  program  which 
involved  planting  380,000,000  acres  to  crops. 

July  26,  1943:  The  Secretary  announced  flood-restoration  loans  designed  to 
enable  farmers  to  put  their  flood-damaged  farms  back  into  cultivation  in  12 
midwestern  and  southern  States. 

July  31,  1943;    Food  Distribution  Order  71  was  issued  placing  a  temporary  em- 
bargo on  the  sale,  purchase,  and  processing  of  turkey,  to  enable  the  armed 
forces  to  secure  their  requirements. 

August  9,  1943:     WA  announced  the  allocation  to  civilians  of  twelve  times 
the  soya  products  available  last  year  to  strengthen  the  wartime  diet. 

August  10,  1943:  Details  of  the  new,  cver-all  program  for  licensing  livestock 
slaughterers,  effective  August  15,  were  announced  by  V/?A. 

August  14,  1943;     The  Food  Industries  Labor  Branch  was  transferred  from  FDA 
to  vi/FA' s  Office  of  Labor.  ' 

August  18,  1943;  The  turkey  embargo  order  was  tightened  by  amendment  to  res- 
trict all  sales  to  civilians  after  August  21  until  the  armed  forces'  require- 
ment for  oversea  shipment  is  met. 

August  24,  1943:     WA  announced  a  potato  loan  program  to  insure  growers  of 
returns  as  high  as  the  support  prices  .announced  at  planting  time  would  provide, 
and  to  assure  orderly  distribution  of  this  year's  record  crop, 

August  25,  1943:  WA  established  the  National  ^%r  Board. 

August  26,  1943:  The  Office  of  War  Board  Services  was  established-"  in  WA  under 
a  Director. 

August  30,  1943;  Attention  was  called  to.  the  fact  tha,t  Federal  standards  would 

require  a  higher  level  of  enrichment  in  the  manufacture  of  white  bread  after 
October  1,  in  conformity  with  new  standards  for  enriched  flour  prescribed  under 

the  Food,  Drugs,  and  Cosmetic  Act. 
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\t:Aug;Ust  51,  1945;     The  butter  set-aside  quota  was  Icn/vered  from  50  to  20  percent  of 
^Septenber  production. 

September  1,  .1945:     Livestock  slaughter  quotas  were  suspended  for  two  months . 

=   September  6,   1945:    Yi'FA  announced  its  purchase  program  for  12  classes  of  1945-crop 
drv  edible  beans . 

September  7,   1943:    YIFA  announced  that  1,600,000  placements  of  vrorkers  had  been  made 
on  American  farm.s  through  the  Government  farm-labor  program  during  the  past  four 
mc-iths .  , 

September  8,   1945:    VJ"FA  authorized  the  Director  of  Food  Distribution  to  regulate 
expanding  fluid-milk  sales  through  a  system  of  dealer  quotas. 

Septem.ber  18,,  1945:  It  was  arjiounced  that  there  would  be  no  marketing  quotas  for  the 
1945  corn  crop, 

September  24,  1943:    WA  announced  its  over-all  organizational  set-up.     It  v^as  made 
clear  that  Department  ste^ff  e.nd  service  agencies  form  part  of  and  serve  the  WFA 
just  as  they  do  the  US  DA, 

October  1,  1945:    TIFA  announced  the  general  provisions  of  a  payment  program  effec- 
tive October  1-Decem.ber  51,"  1945,  to  protect  dalr^'-  farmers  against  increases  in  the 
prices  of  dairy  feeds  above  the  level  of  September  1942, 

October  4,  1945:     Potatoes  were  named  a  national  Victory  Food  Selection,  October  21 
to  November  6,   in  v  lew  of  an  all-time  high  record  cr'^p  and  the  need  for  conserving 
part  thereof  in  home  storage^ 

October  .6,   1945:     The  functions  of  Y.TA  and  CCC  v/ith  .respect  to  the  procurement  and 
development  of  food,  food  maciiiner\^,  and  other  food  facilities  in  foreign  countries 
v^as  transferred  to  and  consolidated  in  the  Foreign  Economic  xidministratione 

October  14,   1945:    Wi^  arjiounced  th  e  formation  of  an  Inter-Agency  Committee  on  Food 
for  TTorkers  to  aid  in  the  program  of  providing  food  needed  by  industrial  workers, 
thus  assuring  the  highest  efficiency  in  production.     It  includes  representatives  of 
WA,  WPB,   QVi.,  andmiC.     The  Director  of  the  FDa  is  chairman. 

October  23,  1945:     By  General  Departmuntal  Circular  ITo .  14  the  Administrative 
Council  and  its  Functions  were  reconstituted.     Its. alternate  chairmen  are  now 
Assistants  to  the  Secretary  and  the  V(ar  Food  Adrnjini  strati  on.     Its  other  m.emibers  are 
the  Directors  of  Finance  and  Budget  Office,   Personnel,  and  Information;  the  Solicito 
the  Chief  of  the  Office  of  Plant  and  Operations;  and  the  Land  Use  Coordinator. 

October  29,   1945:     The  President,  by  Lxecutive  Order  amending  previous  Order  No. 
9534,  made  the  '//ar  Food  Adm.ini strator  the  Uriited  States  r.ember  of  the  Com.bined  Food 
Board,  with  the  Secretary  as  neutral  chairman,   designated  both  officials  mem.bers  of 
the  V;ar  Production  Board,  abolished  the  Food  Advisor}'-  Committee  and  the  Inter-Agency 
Allocations  Committee,  and  set  up  a  Food  Requirements  and  --i-lloca.t ions  Committee  to 
pass  on  all  domestic  and  foreign  clairiS  for  food  from  Ue  S.  sources  in  liFr^,     On  the 
same  da.y-  the  Vfar  Food  i-dministrator  appointed  the  Director  of  FDa  chainnan  of  this 
nev/  committee  and  also  designated  him  the  Adm.inistrator '  s  personal  representative 
and  deputy  on  the  Combined  Food  Board.     (See  also  Adm.inistrator '  s  Mem.orandum  No.  30 
dated  October  28,  1945).     *  *  *  *'*  *  *  *  By  Administrator ' s  Memorandum  No,  51, 
dated  October  29,  1943,  the  functions  of  the  State  and  County  War  Boards  were 
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reassigned  and  redefined;  so  also  were  those  of  Administrative  and  Departraent  line  ff^ 
^.gencies  in  the  field.  ■  ^ 

Noveniher  6,  .1945;     Under  Suppleraent  1  to  Admini strator '  s  Memorandum  IIov  27,  dated 
November  6,  1943,  the  name  of  the  Office  of  Lahor  Supply  was  changed  back  to  Office 
of  Labor,  minor  changes  were  made  in  the  functions  of  the  Offices  of  Budget  and 
Finance  and  of  Personnel,  and  the  Office  of  Land  Use  Coordination  was  added  to  the 
list  of  USDA-WFA  service  and  staff  agencies, 

December  1,  1943:  Administrator's  Memorandum  No,  27,  Supplement  2,  was  issued  de- 
fining the  functions  of  the  Office  of  Transportation  and  stating  that  this  Office- 
formed  part  of  the  Office  of  the  Yfar  Food  Administrator  and  Y\ras  not  one  of  the  ffFA 
program  agencies, 

December  4,   1943:    WFA  announced  a  series  of  steps  to  be  taken  as  part  of  the 
Government  livestock-feed  conservation  program.     These  involved  elimination  of  CCC 
subsidies  paid  on  corn  moving  from  surplus  to  eastern  and  southern  deficit  areas; 
an  increase  in  the  price  of  feed  wheat;  and  an  offer  to  buy  corn  during  the  remainder 
of  1943  at  the  old  ceiling  price  in  approximately  150  counties  on  the  fringe  of  the 
Corn  Belt  where  the  new  corn  ceiling,  effective  December  6,  amounts  to  a  price  re- 
duction.    The  progra.m  is  designed  to  bring  prices  of  various  feed  grains  more  nearly 
into  line  with  one  another,   so  as  to  use  and  conserve  these  grains  as  efficiently 
as  possible  and  make  more  feed  available  in  deficit  areas, 

December  18,  1943:     Food  Production  Order  No.  9  v/as  issued  by  Y(FL  to  effect  better 
distribution  of  protein  meal  among  livestock  e.nd  poultry  feeders  and  among  mixed-feed 
manufacturers, 

December  30,  1943:     Administrator's  Memorandum  No.  11,   revised.  Supplement  2,  dis- 
continued the  Office  of  vVar  Board  Services,   transferred  the  personnel  to  -FPa,  and 
the  functions  to  the  *^hairman  of  the  National  V[ar  Board, 

January  1,   1944:     General  Departmental  Circular  No,  21  transferred  the  functions, 
personnel,  property  and  records  of  the  Office  of  Land  Use  Coordination  to  the 
immedir.te  Office  of  the  Secretar^^, 

January  6,   1944:    'i/TFA  issued  its  statement  on  its  own  and  privately  ovmed  food  stocks. 

Januar^A  12,  1944:    Administrator's  Memorp^ndum  No.  31,   revised.  Supplement  1,  was 
issued  to  supplement  Memorandum  No,  31  regarding  the  coordination  of  activities 
carried  on  through  State  and -County  War  Boards, 

JanuarAA  19,-  1944:     The  spring  program  on  unrationed  and  low-point  foods  was  announced. 
The  idea  is  to  create  larger  sales  of  unrationed  and  low-point  foods  and  to  advise 
the  public  that  the  most  practical  method  of  sharing  our  food  supply  is  to  emphasize 
available  and  more  plentiful  foods  which  are  unrationed  or  of  low-point  value, 

January  21,   1944:     i^idministrator '  s  Memo rand-ur:i  No.  27,  Supplement  4,  changed  the  name 
of  the  Food  Production  ixdministration  and  the  Food  Distribution  Administration  to 
the  Office  of  Production  and  the  Office  of  Distribution,   respectively^;   redefined  the 
functions  of  these  offices  and  of  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation;  and  established 
an  Office  of  Price  to  deal  with  problems  relating  to  the  approval  of  maximum  prices 
for,  and  price  support  of,   agricultural  comTiioditieS ,     The  soil  Conservation  Service, 
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the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Agency,  and  the  Farm • Security  Administration  became  in- 
dependent agencies  in  the  War  Pood  i-^dmini  strati  on.  .  •  •     r  ■  . 

J  January  24,   1944:  To  facilitate  the  execution  of  chan-^es  prescribed  in  Administrator' 
\Memorandum  27,   Supplement  4,   issued  January  21,  an 'Administrative  Committee- was  es- 
\tablished  under  the  chairmanship  of  Wilson  Cowen,  assistant  War  Food  Jridministrator . 

*  *  The  functions  of  the  Inter--t^goncy  Information  Committee  were  ajinounced.  This 
Committee  consists  of  representatives  of  War,  Navj^,  Y/PB,  WlIC;  YILB,  PAiY,.  Interior, 
ODT,  RFC,  SSS,   OPA,   Treasury,   OES,  FH^.,  Maritime  Commission,  War  Shipping  iidmini's- 
tration,  PEA,  etc.,   and  its  purpose  is  to  increase  the  flow  of  government  information 
about  production  an-d  omxployment  problems, 

January  26,   1944:    ?/FA  announ.ced  proposed  1944  support  prices  for  farm  products, 

January  29,   1944:     A  Department  Poultry  Committee  i^s  announced  under  the  cha.irman- 
ship  of  W.D.  Temohlon,   Office  of  Distribution,  mth  representatives  of  both  WFA  and 
USDA,  to  serve  as .a  central  point  of  reference  for  appropriate  matters  relating  to 
poultry  and  eggs,   and  to  facilitate  the  interchange  of  information  and  discussion  of 
operating' problems  and  programs  vdiich  concern  more  than  one  agency  of  the  Department, 

February  17^  1944:    WFA  announced  proposed  1944  support  prices  for  hay  and  pasture 
seeds,   subject  to  subsequent  e^ct  of  Congress  providing  funds, 

February  18,  1944:    WFA  announced  proposed  support  prices  for  vegetables  for  canning 
and  for  canned  vegetables,   subject  to  later  act  of  Congress  making  provision  for 
ca,rrying'  out  this  program.  ■  -  - 

March  2,  1944:  The  Office  of  Materials  and  Facilities  was  designated  b^/  General 
Departmental  Circular  31  to  prepresent  WFi^  and  the  Department  in  all  matters  pertain- 
ing to  the  distribution  of  surplus  materials,   equipment,  and  facilities  available 
for  release  by  the  armed  forces  and  other  governmental  agencies,   and  v/as  directed 
to  formulate  and  administer  a  program  for  the  effective  use  thereof. 

March  4,  1944:  Vi'FA  announced  1944  support  prices  on  farm  products,  these  proposals 
having  hitherto  been  contingent  upon  action  by  Congress  making  provision  to  carry  ■ 
them  out.  Congress  had  nov^r  taken  such  action  and  price  schedules  .became  effective. 
A  complete  summary  of  the  support-price  program  v/as  thereupon  issued. 

March  9,  1944:  Existing. organizations  in  the  Office  of  Distribution  were'  rqgrouped 
to  define'  responsibilities  e.nd  authoritjr  more  cles^rlj/",  a.nd  to  streamline  administra- 
tion, "Deputy  Directors  for  Commodity  and  Industry  Regulation,  for  Supply  for  Civil- 
ian Programs,  and  for  Management  were  ■ne.m.ed,  and  TiTA's  food  procurement  and  disposi- 
tion functions  were  centralized  at  the.  same  tim.e ,  i>-  nevlA^  created  Procurement 
Branch  under  the  Deputy  Director  for  Supply  became  responsible  for  a.11  food  purchas- 
ing 9.nd  disposition,  of  ...comjnoditieS  for  the  Office  of  Distribution,  • 

March  18,   1944:     The  duties,  res.ponsibilitics,  and  functions  of  the  Office  of  Pro- 
duction were  outlined  in  Administrator's  Memorandum  '27-,.   supplem^ent  6,     This  super- 
seded Administrator's  Mem^orandum  26  and  all  other  m.eitioranda  previously  issued,  inso- 
far as-,  incio.nsistent  therewith.      .       '  '   ''■  "  '  '  "  . 
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April  18,  1944 i    Provision  was  made  by  Administrator's  Memorandum  43  for  offering 
advisory  assistance  to  returning  veterans  wishing  to  farm.    The  Extension  Serv^*?!^ 
with  and  through  cooperating  State  extension  services,  was  given  charge  of  this  ' 
program.    Operational  procedure  developed  in  consultation  with  Selective  Service 
was  made  puhlic. 

April  20,  1944:    An  essential -oils-industry  advisory  committee  was  organized  by 
T/VFii  under  the  chairmanship  of  a  staff  member  of  the  Office  of  Distribution. 

April  21^  1944:    The  hen-turkey  set-aside,  and  a  revision  of  the  milk-conservation 
program  were  announced  by  VffA.    Both  made  such  adjustments  as  were  needed  to  take 
advantage  of  spring  peaks  and  marketing  conditions.  ^  - 

April  25,  1944:    FSA  announced  large  increases  in  1943  production  by  its  borroweis, 
49  percent  more  meat  and  14  to  65  percent  more  of  five  war-essential  food  and  oil 
crops,  over  1942. 

April  24,  1944:    VjTA  and  the  Department  announced  their  administrative  setup  and 
preliminary  plans  for  handling  their  responsibilities  in  the  disposal  of  surplus 
war  property  that  can  be  used  in  agricultural  production.  *  *  *       urgent  appeal 
was  issued  to  farmers  in  surplus -pro due ing  counties  of  the  Corn  Belt  to  sell. corn 
to  the  Government,  insofar  as  not  required  for  their  own  needs  or  needs  of  feeders 
in  their  own  communities. 

A-pril  25,  1944:    The  Combined  Food  Board  made  public  its  findings  regarding  the 
wartime  food  supplies  reaching  average  British,  Canadian,  and  American  citizens, 
and  comparisons  with  prevmr  diets. 

May  2,  1944:    The  onerational  policies  of  .IISDA-lfFA  for_making  assistance  available 
io  farmers  and  ranchers  in  all  phrses-of  water  development,  use,  and  disposal  --^ 
that  are  related  to  crop  and  livestock  production  and  domestic  requirements  were 
restated  in  General  Departmental  Circular  No.  39. 

May  24,  1944:    The  respective  responsibilities  of  the  Office  of  Labor  and  of  the 
Extension  Service  in  the  wartime  farm-labor  program  were  defined  in  Admin istratorfe 
Memorandum  No.  27,  Supplement  8« 

June  2,  1944:    The  Secretary  designated  60  counties  in  Missouri  and  Illinois  to 
receive  funds  to  help  farmers  restore  property  damaged  by  floods  or  windstorms  in 
1944. 

June  27,  1944:    Wk  announced  the  appointment  of  a  1944-45  Control  committee  to 
administer  the  Federal  marketing  agreement  regulating  the  handlirjg  of  certain  pear 
varieties  in  Oregon,  Y/ashington,  and  California.  *      *  *The  United  States  and 
Canada  began  a  cooperative  experiment  to  test  methods  of  .applying  sprays  from 
aircraft  for  the  control  of  the  spruce  budvrorm  in  Ontario  and  Q,uebec ,  and 
threatening  to  invade  spruce  forests  of  New  England  and  the  Lake  States. 

July  4,  1944:    Specific  Ce-iling  Regulation  No,  20,  the  fir^t  such  regulation 
applying  to  dairy  workers  to  be  issued  since  the  farm  wage  stabilization  began, 
November  1942,  appeared.    It  established  maximum  wage  rates  for  dairy  workers  in 
certain  portions  of  the  Los  Angeles  metropolitan  milk  shed. 

July  6,  1944:    Announcement  was  made  of  VJFA  arrangements  to  lease  a  75-year-old 
limestome  mine  near  Atchison,  Kans • ,  to  be  converted  into  12  million  cubic  feet  of 
storage  space  for  Government -owned  lard,  eggs,  and  other  perishable  foods. 

July  10 ,  1944 :     Information  was  released  on  the  manner  in  which  farmers  in  all 
States  who  need  lumber  foi*  maintenance  and  repair  work  on  farms  can  obtain  pre- 
ference ratings  aa  high  as  those  assigned  any  civilian  use. 
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July  13,  1944:    WA  announced  that  the  ITational  School  Lunch  Prograra  for  the 
1944-45  school  year  had  been  assured  mth  an  appropriation  of  $50,000,000  by 
Congress  for  its  operation,    WA  said  the  program  \7ould  be  similar  to  that 
carried  out  in  1943-44» 

July  14, "  1944 ;    WFA  annoionced  issuance  of  a  general  authorization  under  Tfar  Food 
Order  69,  amended,  releasing  certain  fruits  for  the  production  of  alcoholic 
products.    This  action  was  taken  in  the  face  of  prospective  lo-rge  crops  of 
deciduous  and  citrus  fruits,  . 

July  17,  1944;    IfFA  announced  that  68  rnillion  bushels  of  corn  had  boca  acquired 
by  Governnent  as  a  result  of  .the  "Corn  For  Tfar  Program."    A  suDinary  of  operation 
under  War  Food  Order  IToo  98,  which  restricted  corn  s: los  in  125  counties  of  5 
midwest  States  was  disclosed.     Thus  corn  was  provided  for  the  manufacture  of  air- 
plane and  tank  engines,  explosives,  textiles,  medical  supplies,  and  other  items 
needed  by  the  arm.cd  forces, 

August  1,  1944:     Food  processors,  distributors,  and  storage-plant  operators  wore 
instructed  that  '7FA  member  or  altorn-'^.tes  would  bring  their  manDOWor  problem.s  to 
the  attention  of  area  Production  "urgency  and  iianpowcr  Priorities  com;mittces.  The 
former  are  under  the  chairm.anship  of  V/P'3,  the  latter  under  chairr.anship  of  the 
Tfc.r  ^-fenpowcr  Commission, 

August  2,  1944:  Administrator's  -^'icmo  rand  urn.  ilo,  46  announced  the  appointment  of 
a  Committee  on  Drought  Problem.s  to  develop  rocommiondritions  for  am.cliorating  the 
adverse  effects  of  w-idcsprcad  droughts  on  ■..fai'tim:C  crop  and  livestock  production, 

Septem.ber  6,  1944:    Announcom;ont  v/as  r.ade  by  the  Director  of  ".''ar  1'iobilizfi.tion, ' 
on  t?io  basis  of 'a  letter  from,  the  ^^ar  Food  Admdnistrator  dated  August  31,  that, 
on  September  17,  a  nui:ber  of  food  itcm.s  would  be  rem;Ovod  from,  the  ration  list. 
Those  included  certain  fruit  spreads,  canned  vegetables,  and  related  canned 
products.     This  roleaso  T/as  made  possible  by  the  production  job  accnm.plished  by 
farm.ers  and  food  processors,  and  the  VJFA  was  congratulated  on  its  sor^/ices  in 
connection  therewith, -i-'  *  *  ^General  Depa  rtm.ental  Circular  No,  51  announced  the 
new  rules  on  penalty  m-ail  pursuant  to  Public  Lr.w  3  64,  78th  Congress,  approved 
June  28,  1944, 

September  12,  1944;     The  Secretary  made  public  today  reoomm'ondations  of  the  USDA 
post-war  planning  group  calling  for. product ion  of  solid  nitrogen  fertilizer  at  some 
of  the  synthetic  amii:ionia  plants  nov/  operated  by  the  Government, 

Septem.ber  19,  1944:    A  broad  program  of  home  gardening  for  1945  was  recomrrmded 
to"  the  Secretaryr  of  Agriculture  and  the  '.Tar  Food  Adm.inist rator  by  the  National 
Advisory  Garden  Com^Tiittee.       .-.  •    ■  ...... 


Septerv)' r  23,  IC'44-?    Ann^'imo eri^-rb  -■•is.s  "ade  ^f  tke  end  o.r  rt^t^.r^nln^  for  all  "am 
machine r  ^  eind-"  equipm^ent  except  c^i-n  ;;dckers.     The    .fei  Food  .::dminist  rator  announced 
that  "fl^A  rationing  and  ristribut:  -n  contr-^1  of  all  farm  machiner^r  and  equipment, 
except  corn  ';'ickei-Sj,  '•■ras  at  end. 
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October  9,  1944:     General  Departmental  Circular  No.  53  appeared  outlining  Department 

,Dolicy  on  the  reGmploynont  of  veterans, 

(■ 

October  20,  1944;     A  raembcr  of  the  staff  of  the  Farm  l!anagenont  DiTrision  of  the 
^rcau  of  Agricultural  Economics  vras  designated  to  aid  "Tashington  veterans  and 
prospective  veterans  in  securing  personal  advice  regarding  faming  opportunities. 

October  25,  1944;     The  Extensinn  Ser^v^ice  announced.   ■  j  that  11,000  practical  famers 
in  t^.^ro -thirds  of  the  Kation^s  counties  were  checking  land  values  and  other  agri- 
culture.1  facts,  in  cooperation  with  it,  to  prepare  for  service  as  personal  advisers 
on  faming  to  returning  veterans,     *  *  *  *The  Victoiy  Garden  Program  for  1945  was 
announced,  *'  *  *  -The  Rural  Elect rificr.ti on' Administration  announced  its  5-year 
program  for  providing  electric  service  to  3,655,000  raral  hom.es,  norr -Tithout  current, 
but  7^hich  can  be  reached  by  extensions  from,  existing  rural  poyrer  systems, 

October  26,  1944;     Administrator's  ucmorandum  IJo.  27,  Supplement  10,  established  a 
now  staff  "WA  Office  of  Surplus  Property  and  Reconversion  to  superlT-se  and  coordinate 
the  functions  of  its  various  agencies  in  surplus  property  disposal,  reconversion, 
and  contract  settlement. 
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I^ovember  10,  1944;    Administrator's  Men'^re'.ndum  No  o  2  7,  Supplement  11,  appointed  a 
Director  of  'later  Utilization  in  the  Office  of  the  '."far  Food  Adm.inist rator,  to 
exercise  general  supervision  over  and  coordinate  the  functions  and  responsibilities 
of  "WA  agencies  in  the  field  of  vrator  developm.ent,  use,  and  disposal,  and  to  work 
closely  Y/ith  the  Land  Use  Coordinator,  who  is  in  the  Secretar^y's  Office, 

Novem-ber  15,  1944;    ''IFA  announced  its  suggested  1945  national  fariT.  production 
prog  rami, 

Novem.be r  2 0,   19 44 ;    WFA  announced  torm.ination  of  rationing  and  distribution  control 
over  corn  pickers, 

N o vombe r  2 S ,  1 944 ;     It  Y;a.s  reported  that  18^  million  Victory  Ge.rdens  were  grorm  in 
1944. 

November  30,  1944;     The  Secretary  designated  the  Director  of  the  Office  of  Surplus 
Property  and  Reconversion  as  his  representatives  in  matters  concerning  surplus 
property, 

Decem.be r  8,   1944;     The  Administrator  of  Veterans  '  Affairs  designated  the  USDA  as 
cooperating  agency  to  aid  in  determining  whether  guaranty  of  farm,  loans  should  be 
approved  for  veterans  |  this  v^rcis  under  authority  given  him  in  the  Ser'd.cemien's  Re-'.- 
adjustment  Act  of  1944, 

December  15,  1944;    Administrator's  iiemorandum.  No.  27,   \Revision  1,  reorganizec  TA, 
gi\dng  names,  functi-^ns,  and  top  personnel  of  'VFA  staff  and  programj  agencies.  The 
Officesrof  Production  and  of  Distribution  wore  abolished.     Offices  of  Basic 
Commodities,  Marketing  Services,  and  Supply  were  created.     Feed-managem.ent  and  crop- 
production  work  of  the  Office  of  Production  vj"ent  to  iJ^A;  its  land-conservation 
functi'^ns  to  SCS,     Various  CCC  comiriodity  divisions  vtgtc  placed  in  the  new  Office  of 
Basic  Commodities,     The  Offices  of  Marketing  Services  and  Supply  vre re  fomed  fromi 
the  former  Office  of  Distribution,     Federal  Crop  Insurance  Corporati'-^n  becam.c  an 
independent  program  agency.     Official  responsibilities  were  clarified, 

December  23,  1944;     General  Departmental  Circular  No,  57  announced  the  appointment 
of  a  Committee  on  National  Fertilizer  Policy. 


December  27,  1944;  Office  of  Surplus  Property  and  Reconversion  I'lemo randum  No,  1 
announced  procedures  relating  to  its  functions  and  operations. 


January  1,  1945;    ^'..rFA  announced  torainati on  of  lAfar  Food  Order  96,  ivhich  required 
operators,  of  grain  elevators  :  in.  5,  Corn  Belt  States  to  set  aside  60  percent  of  the 
■corn  they  received.    A  record- com  crop  of  3,228,000,000  bushels  and' a  reduction 
in  livestock  numbers  precipitated this  action. 
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U.  S.  DEPARTIvTENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
'     Office  of  Inx^oniiation  "  No,  3  ' 

Mr,  Harding,  4842  Revised    ^,zm'a.irr  1^45 

Miss  Arnold,  4875 

ABRIDGED  .CHRQUOLOGY  OF  AGRICULTURE'S  PART  IH  THE  mR 

The  following  incomplete  list  of  events  and  actions,  described  briefly  in  chrono?*^  ■ 
logical  order,  should  enablo  the  reader  to  picture  the  part  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  has  played  in  furthering  the  YJtxr  effort. 

May  1940:     The  Department  of  Agriculture  esta'blished  a  defense  coipjaittee  under  the 
Administrator  of  the  Rural  Electrif icat j.on  Administration  to  study  rural  defense 
power  needs  and  power  sources.    This  committee  cooperated  with  the  other,  agencies 
of  the  GoTcmmont  in  early  defense  efforts  and  later  in  probloms  arising  out  of  the 
war, 

December  26,  1940:     The  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  foreseeing  that  the  Uational 
Defense  Program  would  lead  to  increased  consumer  purchasing  power  called  for  the 
expansion  of  the  hog-production  program..     Indications  then  wore  that  the  spring 
pig  crop  would  be  14  percent  below  that  of  '40,     The  Secretary  asked  for'  a  crop 
at  least  as  large  as  that  of  1940.     Such  a  1941  spring  crop  was  produced.  In- 
creased marketing  of  beef  cattle  in  1941  was  also  advised, 

Docem.bor  51,   1940;     By  the  end  of  the  year  most  of  the  effort  of  the  Forest  Pro- 
ducts Laboratory  at  Lladison,  Wisconsin,  T/as  oriented  to  defense  work.     The  Labo- 
ro.tory  works  on  wood  substitutes  for  critical  metals,  i/ood  in  aircraft  constructi^i, 
shipping-container  supplies  for  Arniy  ordnance,  and  numerous  other  war  problems  in 
wood  utilization.     Later,  the  Forest  Ser^jic©  also  carried  on  surveys  of  supplies, 
production,  and  wartime  requirem.onts  for  the  primary  forest  products, 

March  11,   1941;     The  Land-Lease  Act  was  signed. 

April  5,  1941:     The  Secretary  of  Agriculture  announced  the  Food  for  Defense  Pro- 
gram, designed  to  help  farmiors  produce  the  food  required  by  now  foreign  Lend- 
Lease  and  domestic  dem.and.     It  was  also  announced  that  the  prices  of  hogs, 
chickens,  eggs,  and  dairy  products  would  be  supported  through  Government  purchase 
program.s.     This  price  support  vias  authorized  by  the  Steagall  Am.endmont  to  the  Act 
extending  the  life  of  the  Com;n.odity  Credit  Corporation,  Public  147,  77th  Congress, 

J!hy  5,  1941:    A  letter  from  the  President  directed  the  cstablishmv^nt  of  an  Office 
for  Agricultural  Defense  Relations   (later  Office  for  Agricultural  "Tar  Relations) 
to  bring  into  comjTion  focus  the  consideration  of  farm.crs'  needs  and  problems  as 
related  to  the  prosecution  of  the  defense  program,  and  later  of  the  war.     It  yjc.s  '. 
to  help  solve  farmers'  difficulties  in  obtaining  productior,  equipm.ent,  supplies, 
labor  transport  facilities,  and  storage  space  required  to  expand  production. 

May  6,   1941:    A  price-support  program  was  announced  designed  to  expand  the  produc- 
"Eion  of  certain  varieties  of  dried  beans,     A  statement  was  also  issued  on  tomato 
prices  in  the  effort  to  stimiulate  production  by  enabling  growers  to  get  more 
equitable  returns  for  their  crop. 
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July  5,   1941;     The  field  forces  of  the  Department  in  each  State  and.  couuty  were 
organized  into  U.S,D.A.  Defense  Boards  under  the  chairmanship  of  the  chaiman  of 
the  State  and  county  A. A .A,  coramittees ,     The  Boards  form  a  rallying  point  for  the 
responsible  officers  in  each  State  and'  county  and'  to  focus  "the  efforts  of  the 
Department  and  cooperating  State  agencies  so  as  to  render  fanners  more  prompt  and 
efficient  aid  in  carrying  on  their  avar  activities, 

July  1941:     The  farm  resources  of  the  Nation  were  surveyed  in  order  to  plan  attain- 
able food -production  goals  for  1942,  /  

August  4,  1941:     The  Secretary  of  Agriculture  announced  steps  for  promotion  of 
community  food-preparation  programs  in  rural  scheols  and  other  community  centers  as 
a  part  of  the  national  defense  nutrition  program.     The  plan  provided  for  ten 
regional  conferences  throughout  the  United  States  and  lending  of  money  for  equipp- 
ing nutrition  centers  through  the  Rural  .-Electrification  Administration,.,"..  

September  8,  1941:     The  Food  For  Freedom  farm- production  goals  "'for'  1942  v/ere 
announced. 

October  1941:     The  Boards  and  the  A.A.A,  county  and  community  committeemen  can- 
vassed the  farms  and  helped  operators  frame  their  individual  1942  production  plans 
to  enable  them  to  produce  their  proportionate  share  of  the  farm-production  goals, 

October  5,  1941;    Under  a  cooperative  agreement  with  the  Office  of  Chief  of. 
Engineers,  U.  S,  Army,  the  Forest  Service  undertook  the  topographic  mapping  of  ■ 
several  thousand  square  miles  as  part  of  the'Ifational  Defense  Mapping  Program  of 
strategic  areas, 

October  23,  1941:    A  Kation-wide  program  for  the  repair  of  farm  machinery  was  out- 
lined in  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Boards, 

October  29,  1941 :    A  farm,  scrap-collection  camfpaign  was  inaugurated  by  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  addressed  to  the  Boards,  ■  .  ,' 

December  7,  1941:     Following  the  attack  on  Pearl  Harbor,  numerous  Forest  Service 
lookout  stations  v\rqre  immediately  made  a  part  of  the  Army  A iro raft'' 'Warning  Sj^stom. 
In  a  letter  to  Secretarjr  of  Agriculture  on  January  6,  1942,  the  Secretary  of  War. 
established  official  procedure  for  placing  Departm.ent  and  State  lookout  stations  in 
warning  system,    B'core  than  600  observation  posts  nov\r  function. 

December  13,   1941:     The  Dopartm.ent  was  reorganized  to  streamline  it  for  the  war 
effort.     Seventeen  of  its  agencies  v/ere  combined  into  eight,  groups,   the  heads  of 
which  only,  reported  directly  to  the  Secretary  thereafter.     The  Department  1';ar  Board 
was  formed  from  the  heads  of  those  eight  agencies,  and  the  staff • of ficers  heading 
the  Office  for  Agricultural  Defense  Relations^  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics, 
and  the  Extension  Service.     The  Agricultural  Research  Administration  was  established. 
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December  19,  1941:     Goals  v/ere  announced  for  the  1942  pack  of  the  four  principal 
vegetables  canned  -  tomatoes,  peas,  corn,  and  snap  beans.     The  Department  also 
established  fixed  prices  at  vmich  it  would  purchase  the  pack  from  processors  who 
had  paid  growers  specified  rates  for  the  crops, 

December  19-20,  1941:     The  National  Garden  Conference  v/as  held  under  the  joint 
auspices  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,   the  Federal  Security  Agency,  and  the 
Office  -of  Civilian  Defense. 

January  7,   1942:     The  Secretary  directed  that  the  titles  of  the  State  and  county 
U,B.D.A,  .Defense  Boards  be  changed  to  U.S.D,A.  '7ar  Boards. 

January  16,  1942:     The  new  goals  for  1942  farm,  production,  revised  after  December  7, 
were  announced,   placing  special  emphasis  upon  an  increased  production  of  fats  and 
oils  by  greatly  increasing  acreages  of  soybeans,  peanuts,  and  flaxseed.  Price 
support  and  loans  were  m^ade- available , 

March  8,   1942:     The  Forest  Service  smd  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  m.ade  joint 
announcement  of  their  gua^Aile  rubber-  project  folloiving  immediately  the  passage  of 
appropriate  legislation  by  the  Congress, 

May  8,   1942:     The  Secretary  made  a  statement  before  the  Subcomm-itT:ee  of  the  Senate 
Comimittoe  on  Agriculture  and  Forestry  investigating  the  uses  of  farm,  crops  in  the 
production  of  alcohol  and  synthetic  rubber.    He  advocated  the  use  of  80  million 
bushels  of  v/heat  or  com  to  produce  alcohol  to  turn  into  220,000  tons  of  butadiene, 
the  principal  raw  material  for  240,000  tons  of  synthetic  rubber, 

Ma-y- 14,   1942:     The  Bureau  of  Pla.nt  Industry  announced  the  arrival  of  a  small  ship- 
m.ent  of  Russian  dandelion,   (Kok-Saghyz)   seeds  which  were  to  be  used  for  experim.en- 
tal _  plantings  to  determiine  where  the  plant  would  best  grov/  here.  *  *  *  *  The 
Victory  Food  Special  program  was  announced  designed  to  increase  the  consumption  of 
foods  in  temporary  or  seasonal  abundance  and  to  divert  consumers  from,  foods  more 
badly  needed  for  our  arm.ed  forces  and  our  alliens. 

May.  19,   1942;    A  progrejn  was  adopted  designed  to  enable  canners  to  operate  at  m.axi- 
mum  production,  farmers  to  produce  at  capacity,  and  consumers  to  procure  ca.mied 
vegetables  without  having  to  pay  extremely  high  prices.     Price  support  vras  then  and 
later  give  to  twelve  canned  vegetables  in  addition  to  the  four  m.entioned  December 
19  previously, 

June  5,  1942:     The  progra.m  to  aid  producers  of  dehydrated  vegetables  needed  by  our 
araied  forces  and  for  lend-lease  shipmient  was  undertaken  as  a.n  em.ergency  research 
project  by  several  bureaus  of  the  Agricultural  Researcli  Administration,  *  *  *  *  A 
Foods  Requirements  ComimittO'.: ,  with  control  over  the  production  and  allocation  of 
all  civilian  and  m.ilitary  food  supplies,  was  nrmed  by  Chaiman  Donald  M.  Nelson  of 
the  WPB,  Y'iith  Secretary  T'ickard  as  Chairman,     It  was  intended  to  be  a  centralized 
body  with  power  to  direct  and  handle  the  Y/ari:im.e  food  problem  in  close  coordination 
"With  other  com.plicSwted  war-production  problem.s .  *  *  *  *  Secretary  V/ickard  approved 
an  agreement  betv/oen  the  Comi-aodity  Credit  Corporation  and  the  Forest  Ser^rice  under 
which  the  Service,  acting  as  the  Corporation's  agent,  yrould  conduct  a  large-sca.le 
enterprise  for  the  production  of  spruce  logs  suitable  for  airplane  lumber  from,  the 
Tongas s  national  Forest  in  Alaska. 


June  9,  1942:    .The  7vTiite  H,ouse  announced' i;he  appointment,  of  a  Combined  Food  Board 
composed  of  Secretary  Wickard  and  Hon.  Robert  H,  Brand,  head  of  the  British  Food 
Mission,  to  effect  planned  and  expeditious  utilization  of  the  feed  resources  of 
the  United  Nations.  .  ■   

June  SO,   1942;     Secretary  Yfickard  allocated  to  the  Forest  S.ervice  ■  f 223,000  from  the 
Nbrris-Doxey 'Act  appropriation  to  establish,  in  cooperation  with  the  States,  ^a 
forest-products  marketing  service  for  farmers.    The,  service  provides  .info. ]:*m_ati on  ■  on 
markets  and  assistance  in  marketing  operations.     It  encourages  cutting  of  forest 
products  needed  for  v\rar  and  forest-manUgemen't  practices  that  will  effect  continuing 
production  and  returns  from  farm  woodlands,  -  -  ■ 

July  20,  1942;     The  Administrator  of  the  Rural  Electrification  Administration 
halted  all  construction  of  rural  power  lines  under  the  Federal  lending ' program  in 
order  to  conserve  critical  materials  for  the  war  effort, 

July  23,   1942:     Secretary' Y^ickard  annoLinced  a  three-point  .program  to  help  alleviate 
the  existing  meat  shortage.    The  prices  paid  for  m.eat  hy  the  Department  in  purchas- 
ing for  Lend-Lease  shipm.ent  were  reduced;  local  adjustments  were  made  to  try  to 
bring  prices  into  line  wi.th  actual  costs  to  packers;  plans  were  formulated,  te 
enable  packers  to  continue  operation  when  they  faced  ".the  necessity  for  suspending, 

August  1942;     The  Department  furnished  the  'Signal  Corps  a  group  of  its  rural  elec- 
trification engineers  for  construction  work  in  connection  Y/ith  the  Alcan  highv/ay. 

August  7,  1942:    A  program,  of  Government  aid  in  supplying  farm  labor,  set"  up  by' 
the  War  Manpower  Commission  and  the  Department  was  announced.     It  vms  to  be  managed 
by  the  Farm  Security  Administration  in  cooperation  with  the  War  Boards  and  the 
U,  S;  Emplo^/ment  Service .     It  included  paying  the  transportation  of  farm  workers 
for  distances  exceeding  200  miles;  standard  minimum,  wages;  an;  educational  program 
for  the  efficient  use  of  labor  in  wartime  food  production;  and  the  utilization  of 
some  Canadian  and  Mexican  labor, 

August  20,   1942;     Machinery  had  been  set  up . for  .transporting  domestic  farmworkers 
into' areas  whore,  serious  labor  shortages " existed.     Concerted  efforts  were  being 
made  to  retain  experienced  managers  on  farms,  tp  get  industry  to  recruit  its  labor 
in  cities,  and  to  utilize  fully  the  underemployed  workers  on  small  family  Tanns  in 
lov\r- income  groups  by  providing  Farm  Security  Administration  loans.  *  *  *  *  The  ■ 
Secretary  stated  that  he  no  longer  felt  price  ceilings  on  livestock:  s hould  be  pro- 
hibited by  lav/  until  prices  reached' 110  percent  of  parity  and- that  he  hoped  for  the 
repeal  of  this  provision, 

August  28,   1942^  A  pricing,  marketing,  and  processing  program  for  the  major  oil 
crops  was  announced  to  protect  prices  to  farmers,'  to  implement  the  price  supports" 
announced  by  the  'Department  as  an  inducement  -to  farmers  to  increase  their  productio 
of  cottonseed,  peanuts,   soybeans,  and  -linseed  for  oil,  and  to  preserve  OPA  ceiling 
prices  on  vogdtab'le  pil  products. 


} 
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Septembfe^r  1,  1943:     The  Secretary,  as-  Chairman  of  tho  Foods  Requirements  Cominittee, 
announced  a  voluntary  me  at -conservation  program  to  be  f  ollov.ed  in  due  tim.e  by  ration 
ihg.     The  amount  of  meat  that  packers  could  sell  into  civilian  trade  was  limited. 
Civilians  were  asked  to  cons'ume  no  m.ore   uhan  2-g-  pounds  per  person  per  week  of  pork, 
beef,  veal,-  lamb,  and  mutton. 

September  1942:  -^he  Deparinent  announced  a  diversion  and  purchase  program  in  13 
States  to  encourage  the  packing  of  sauer  kraut  in  v/ooden  containers  to  prevent  a 
large  part  of  the  kraut  cabbage  crop  from,  going  to  v;aste  for  lack  of  tin  to  be  used 
in  packing  it, 

September  17,   1942:    A  temporary  order  prohibiting  the  sale  of  nev:  fam  machinery 
8-nd  equipment,  except  as  specified  in  a  rationing  scheme  governing  its  release,  was 
announced  and  became  effective  immediately,'  An  OFA  order  of  the  previous  day  had 
delegated  to  the  Department  authority  to  ration  such  miachinery  and  equipment, 

October  2,  1942:     The  Price  Stabilization  Act  vras  signed.  Sections  5  and  8  of  which 
especially  concerned  agricultural  commodities, 

October  7,  1942:  The  President  authorized  the  Secretary  to 
Credit  Corporation  loan  rates  on  cotton,  tobacco,  rice,  and 
from.  85  to  90  percent  of  parity, 

October  14,   1942;     Goals  were  announced  calling  for  a  15-30  percent  increase  of 
acreage  in  carrots,  lima  beans,   snap  beans,  .and  onions,  and  for  the  sam.e  acreage  as 
in  1942  for  cabbage,  fresh  tom.atoes,  beets,  ajid  spinach.     The  follomng  irere  desig- 
nated less  essential  or  nonessential  vegetables  and,  as  w^as  announced  N'ovem-ber  9, 
their  acreage  should  be  reduced  70-85  percent;  Cantaloupes,   cucumbers,  caulif lov/er, 
eggplant,  v/atermelon,  bleached  celery,  hea.d  lettuce,  green  peppers,  asparagus, 
'-artichokes.     The  Department  v;ill  give  no  aid  to  growers  of  these  in  obtaining  trans- 
portation, labor,  fertilizers,  containers,  and  so  on.     On  Kovember  9  broccoli  also 
v/as  added  to  the  list  of  vegetables  for  which  the  acreage  is  to  be  maintained, 

October  21,  1942;     The  Department  and  the  OPA  jointl^r  announced  the  completion  of  a 
program  designed  to  prevent  increases  in  the  price  of  bread  8n.d '  flour -to  iim.erican 
consumers, 

October  28,  1942:     The  War  luanpower  Commdssion  announced  a  broad  program  to  sta- 
bilige  emploATP.ent  on  dairj^,  livestock,  and  poultry  farm.s,  under  a  directive  requir- 
ing the  Selective  Service  System  to  ask  local  draft  boards  to  grant  occupational 
deferments  'co  necessary  men  in  these  lines  for  i-zhom  replacements  are  unavailable.  * 
***  All  nev/  farm  machinery  and  equipm^ent,  except  repair  parts,   r:s.s  frozen  as  of 
Novemiber  1  ^onder  Tem.porary  Rationing  Order  B  which  v/as  to  remiain  in  effect  until 
State  and  county  quotas  v/e re  established  as  a  basis  for  a  perr-anent  rationing  order. 
The  Departmient  and  the  State  T.'ar  Boards  were  to  establish  these  Quotas,  On 
December  31  the  freeze  was  released,  and  farmers  thereafter  required  purchase  cer- 
tificates to  buy  under  rationing. 


increase  Com.m.odity 
m.arke ting-quota  peanuts 
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November  10,  1942;     The  War  Manpower  CoFuaission  issued  a  directive  to  Government 
agencies  putting  into  effect  its  program  for  conserving,  training,  and  recruiting 
labor ; on  dairy,  livestock,  and  poultry  farms:*    The.  program  got-  under  way  experi- 
Fientally  by  November  22,  the  Farm  Security  Administration  handling  it.  Recruits 
were  to  be  trained  at  State  .colleges  and  then  placed  on  .jobs,  the  IT.  S.  Smploym-ent 
Service  cooperating  in  selecting  families  to  be  moved.    Transportation  is  provided. 
Yfritten  contract  agreements  between  employers  and  workers  are  required.    -The  program 
is  to  help  get  low- income  fann  families  into  productive  agricultural  employment, 

November  17,  1942;    Idth  funds  provided  .bj^  the  Office  of  Coordinator  of  Inter- 
American  Affairs,  the  Forest  Service  undertook-  tropical  timber  studies  in  Central 
and  South  American  countries  to  obtain  information  on  forest  products  -sources, 
supplies,  and  uses  for  war  ship-building,  militant  construction,  and  other  war  needs 
Department  foresters  already  v/ere  making  a  survey  of  quinine  sources  in  Columbia,  m 


-1 


December  1,  1942;     The  1943  Agricultural  Adjustment ■  Agency  program  v/as  announced 
placing  special  emphasis  on  vfar  crops  v/ith  payment  deductions  oh  fanns  failing  to 
meet  v/ar-production  goals.    Farmers  are  to  make  Virartime  crop  adjustments  and  also 
tp.  adopt  approved  soil  cons.ervation  practices  to  insure  increased  acre,  yields,  and, 
protection  of  the  soil, 

December  5,  1942;    The  President  issued  an  Executive  Order  placing  responsibility 
for  the  entire,  national  wartime  food  program^  upon  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  who 
vj"as  directed  to  ascertain  needs,  formulate  and  implement  programiS  to  fill  them, 
assign  food  priorities  and  make  allocations,  take  such  steps  as  required  to  effect 
the  efficient  and  proper  distribution  of  the  available  food  supply,  and  purchase  . 
and  procure  food  for  Federal  agencies.  •. 

►    ■  ■  * 

December  9,  :1942;    An  AiTierican  cheddar  cheese  sub sidj/-  program  was  announced  to  ex- 
pand   production  by  increasing  the  returns  to  farmers  who  ship  milk  to  cheese 
factories.    Under,  the  program  the  Government  purchases  all  such-,  cheese  delivered  b 
factories  at  a  fixed  price  and  then  sells  it  back  to  the  factories,  without  effect-^1 
ing  physical  transfer,  at  2  3/4;jfless  v>er  pound  than  the  purchase  price.  This 
should,  enable  factories  to  pay  farmers  a  price  that  will  attract  milk  for  the 
needed  increase  in  cheese  production  and  yet  prevent  a  rise  in  price  to  consum.ers, 

December  10,  19-42;     The  Department  of  Agriculture  v/as  reorganized  to  facilitate  the 
carrying  out  of  the  national  food  program  entrusted  to  the  Secretary  on  December  5, 
The  activities  of  the  Department  were  in  the  main  grouped  into  a  Food  f reduction 
Administration,  a  Food  Distribution  Administration,  and.  an  Agricultural  Research 
Administration,,  the  functions  of  the  Commodit3'-.  Credit  Corporation,  the  Forest 
'Service,  and  the  Rural  Electrification  Administration  remaining  essentially  un- 
changed.   There  Tvas  also  transferred  to  the  Department  certain  personnel  and  equip- 
ment from  the  Y^PB  and  OCS ,    The  Agricultural.  I'ar  Board  was  reduced  to  8'  administra«i. 
tive  and  staff  officers,  .  ^ 

December  17,  1942;  There  was  announced  a  three-v;ay  cooperative  program. of  the  CCC 
With  flour  millers  and  distillers  to  increase  the  produ6tion  of  industrial  alcohol 

for  war  purposes  by  the  use  of  Government-ovmed  wheat,  perhaps  50  million  bushels, 

which  was  to  be  sold  to  millers  for  manufacture  into  granular  form,  a  free-flowing 

hard-wheat  flour,  for  resale  to  distillers. 
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December  19,  1942;  The  Secretary  appointed  the  Food  Advisory  Corrdttee  thus  auto- 
matically  abolishing  the  Foods  Requirements  Committee, 

,JDecem.ber  24,   1942:     The  1943  CCC  loan  and  purchase  program,  for  the  pym.  naval  stores 
was  announced.     The  program  is  to  be  made  available  through  the  American  Turpentine 
Farmers  Association  cooperative  to  producers  v/ho  comply  v.dth  the  1943  Faval.. Stores 
Conservation  Program  of  the  Agricultural  Adiustm.ent  Agency  and  the  Forest  Service, 

December  30,  1942:     Food  Distribution  Order  No.  1  was  issued,   effective  January  18, 
to  -help  prevent  a  rise  in  the  price  of  bread  to   consumers,   to  conserve  bread  sup- 
plies and  critical  materials  used  by  bakers,   to  effect  savings  of  labor  and  equip- 
ment in  the  baking  industry,  and  to  safeguard  the  nutritional  value-  of  our  bread, 

■DsG-em.ber  31,   1942:     It  ivas  announced  that  the  Food  Stamp  Plan  vrould  be  suspended 
March  1,  1943,  but  uhat  the  School  Lunch  and  School  Milk  plans  v/ould  remain 
operative. 

January  4,  1943:     It  \ms  announced  that  the  total  civilian  per  capita  consum.ption 
of  canned  goods  would  range  between  35.4  and  40,3  pounds  in  1943;  this  includes 
comm.erciallj''.  canned  fruits  and  vegetables,  canned  soups,  baked  beans,  and  canned 
baby  food, 

j  January  6,  ,1943-:    Food  Distribution  Order  Ilo.  2  vras  issued  directing  cream.ery  butter 
manufacturers  to  set  aside  30  percent  of  their  monthly  production,  if  they  produced 
:mor^  than  12,000  pounds  in  any  month  the  past  year,  for  direct  war  purposes,  begin- 
Miing  February  1.    About  tv.^o-thirds  of  the  butter  so  set  aside  goes  to  the  armed 
forces,  An  order  v/as  also  issued  to  ensure  an  adequate  supply  of  citrus 

fruit  juices  for  direct  war  requirements  and  so  timing  the  distribution  of  civilian 
,  supplies  that  canned  grapefruit  juice  would  be  available  \';hen  fresh  fruit  supplies 
were  seasonably  lov/.     The  production  of  all  citrus  juices  except  unconcent rated 
grapefrij.it  juice  was  reserved  for  v/ar  requirem.ents,  and  canners  were  prohibited 
from  selling  unconcentrated  grapefruit  juice  till  after  the  end  of  March. 

Januan^  7,  1943:     luachinery  was  established  to  deal  with  tem.porary  local  food  short- 
ages arising  from  maldistribution  of  supplies.     State  and  area  comriittees  v/ere  being 
organized  under  the  Food  Production  Administration  to  h8n.dle  criti^^al  supply  prob- 
lems, x,o  determine  th^  causes  of  local  shortages,  and  to  recommend  steps  to  prevent 
recurrence,-   Trade  groups  cooperate, 

January  8,  1943:     Provision  i/^as  made  to  permit  farmers  in  the  comimercial  corn  area 
to  ,£)verplant  their  corn  allotments  without  penalty,  provided  they  had  already 
plated  their  goal  of  such  vrar  crops  as  hemp,  flax,   soybeans,   dry  beans,  dry  peas, 
and  hay  and  pasture  for  livestock.     The  Department  also  announced  it  would  support 
the  price  of  barley  from  the  1943  crop  at  a  level  equal  to  its  feeding  value  in 
relation  to  com, 

January/-  12,  1943:     Food  DistribuT:ion  Order  No,  6  was  issued  requiring  citrus  fruit 
handlers  in  California,   Florida,   Texas,  and  Arizona  to  set  aside  specified  quanti- 
ties of  lemons,  grapefruit,  limj.es,   and  oranges,  except  tangerines,  for  processing, 
^to  effect  maxim^um  utilization  of  existing  facilities  for  the  production  of  citrus 
mjuices,  especially  concentrates,  for  war  requirements,  *  *  *  *  This  was  Farm 
l^iobilization  Day  by  Presidential  proclamation. 
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January  17,  1945:     Secretary  Wickard  .announced  the  Department's  policy  on  the  em-, 
ployment  of  dollar-a-year  men;  if  employed,  they  can  have  no  administrative  re- 
sponsibility or.  authority -but  must  be:  assigned- : to  a  consultant's  panel'.-  *  *      *  -In- 
creased acreages  of  potatoes,  dry  beans  and -fresh,  truck  crops  were  asked  under  a 
production- payment  program  for  plantings  in  excess  of  90  and  up  to  110  percent  of 
the  goal s ,  ...    ...  ■ 

January  19,  1943:    Food  Distribution  Order  No.  8  v^as  issued  on- the  use  of  milk  and 
milk  products  for  the  civilian  production  of  ice  cream..  A  cut  to  65  percent  of  the 
•  quantities  used  for  this  purpose  during  the  period  December  1,  1941  to  November  30, 
1942,  v/as  ordered  to  save  milk  enough  to  produce  97^-milliori-  pounds  of  butter  and 
68  million  pounds  of '  dry  skim  mdlk  per  year, 

January  20,  1943:     The  Selective  Ser\'ice.  Bureau  of  the  War  Manpov/er  Commission 
announced  liberalization  of  the  requirements  for  agricultural  deferments, 
Fpod  .Directive  llo,,  ,1  was  issued^     It  stated  that  consumer  rationing  of  all  f  ruit.a,  ■.• 
fruit  juices,  vegetables,  vegetable  juices,  soups,   and  baby  foods  had  already  been 
authorized,  insofar  as  they  were  packed  in  hermetically  sealed  containers  of  any 
type  and  heat  sertilized,   or  were  frozen,  dried,  or  dehydrated.     The  follomng 
items  were  included  in  the  Directive  to  facilitate  the  administrative- preparatioms 
for  rationing  when  necessary;  Fish,  shellfish,  jams,  jellies ,  ' preserves,  -.fruit 
butters,  pickles,  relished,  sjid  canned  riilk.    Rationing  of  these  products  v/as  not 
asked  irar.iediately .  *  *  *  *  The  War  Production  Board  at  the  request  of  the  Departme 
liberalized  its  regulations  with  regard  to  electric  service  extensipns  to  farmers,. 
Under  the'  new  plan  farms  which  meet  certain  requirements  can  obtain  electric  ser- 
vice for  increasing  food  production,  by  securing  approval  of  the  County  I'.'ar  .Board . - 

January  21,  1943:    a  drive  v/as  announced  to  get  farm  families  to  produce  and  pre- 
serve as  much  8- s  possible  of  their  year's  food  needs..    It  .was  hoped  that  30  million 
tons  of  food  could  be  produced'  by  them  for  home  supply  entirelj^  outside  commercial 
transportation  systems  and  processing  capacity.  *  *  *  *, Additional  funds  of  from 
200  to  225  million  dollars  were  made"  available  at  the  county  level  through  the  Food 
Production  Administration  as  credit,  for  the  pro.ductlon  of.  essential  v/artime  food, 
and  fiber-.    Financing  is  to  take  place  through  the  Regional  Agricultural  Credit 
Corporation  of  Washington,  D.  0,,  which  isv-i^ider  the  sup.er.visipn  of  . the  Farm  Credit 
Administration,  and  v/ ill  be  supplemental  to  .other  sources  of  credit:,    "  ' 

Jeinuary  22,  194S:    ' Secretary' s.  Memorandum  No.  1054,  Supplement  2,.  v-ras  issued  which, 
made  'some  further  changes  in  the  organization  of  the  Department  to  facilitate  .the 
carrying  out  of  the  national  food  program.    Committees  on  Foreign  Purchase  and 
Importation  and  on  Domestic  Transportation  were  created,  *  *■  *■  *  It  was  announced 
that  the  harvest  of  Russian  dandelion  roots  from  the  experimental  plantings  made  by 
Forest  Service,  and  the  tests  of  them  carried  on  at  the  Sastern  Regional  Research 
Laboratory  had  progre.ssed  .favorably*  .  ■■  • 

January  23,  1943;     Food  Distribution  Order  No.  11  was  issued  to  effect  milk-market- 
ing economy,  to  eliminate  packages  belov.r  one  quart  deliverable  to  consumers,  to 
limit  large-scale  purchasers  to  two  handlers,  unless  they  buy  in  exce.ss  .O'f  .  300  ..quart 
from  each,  and  to  enforce  other  procedures  t,o  render  milk  marketing  m.ore  efficient 
and  economical,  .  ,  •  ..  ■    -  .    ,  • 


January  25,   1943:     Unified  responsibility  for  supplying,  labor  for  war  production 
on  farms  xms  ^^iven  to  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  by  the  Chairman  of  tho  War  Man- 
power Commission,  consolidating  functions  previously  divided  between  '..he  United 
States  Llmployment  Service  and  the  Department  of  Agriculture.     Operating  responsi- 
bility for  recru-iting  and  placing  farm  labor,   the  determination  of  needs  and  areas, 
of  supply,  the  transportation  of  f arm/\rorkers  to  shortage  areas,  and  the  determina- 
tion of  war-e3sentia.l  crops  were  thus  brought  together  in  the  Departm.ent  which, 
under  a  previous  directive  from  the  Director  of  Economic  Stabilization,   also  has 
responsibility  for  dealing  with  farm  wages, 

January  26,   1943:     An  incentive-pa^/ment  progri-m  was  announced  to  obtain  greater  pro 
ductiori  of  sweetpotatoes,   soybeans,   grain  sorghums,  peanuts,  flax,  and  dried  peas» 
fhe  Davments  are  to  total  100  million  dollars  and  are  to  be  made  to  farmers  v.rho 
produce  in  excess  of  90  and  up  to  100  percent  of  their  goals.     The  goals  were  at 
the  same  tim.e  increased,  the  incentive  pajrment  being  offered  to  compensate  farmers 
for  their  added  costs  in  achieving  the  increased  roals, 

January  27,  1943:     The  School  Lunch  Program,  v/as  so  changed  that  hereafter  sponsorin; 
organizations  v^ill  purchs.se  food  supT)lies  from,  local  m.erchants  and  f8.rmers  and  be 
reimbursed  by  the  Food  Distribution  Administration,  *  >i<  >!<  *  A  program  was  announced 
to  increase  the  acreage  of  designated  truck  and  vegetable  crops  for  fresh  consump- 
tion.    The  crops  included  carrots,   snap  beans,   lim.a  bes^ns,  beets,  tom.atoes,  cabbage 
onions,  and  green  peas  groi'm  for  fresh  consumption.     Incentive  pa;^;nnents  x'',nll  be 
offered  for  plantings  in  excess  of  90  and  up  to  110  percent  of  goals,  and  also  for 
planting  two  successive  crops  on  the  same  acreage  during  the  period  Febr'aary  1, 
I943--Septem.ber  1,  1943. 

January  28,   1943:     The  Department,  through  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation, 
offered  special  price  support  to  growers  of  tomiatoes,  peas,   swee b  corn,   and  snap 
beans  for  processing.     It  villi-  purchase-  th^?  output  of  processors  certified  to  have 
paid  specified  miinimuTi  prices  to  growers,   and  then  resell  to  the  canners,  at  prices 
to  be  announced,   at  a.  discount  sufficient  to  permit  them,  to  pay.  the  grov/ers. 
Growers  must  contract  with  certified  canners  to  assure  them^selves  of  price  support. 
Farmers  vrere  urged  to  contract  for  all  acreage  necessary  to  enable  processors  to 
operate  at  capacity, 

January  50,  1945:    A  supplemental  price-support  program  was  announced  to  increase 
the  acreage  of  dried  peas  hy  the  use  of  incentive  pa^/Tnents , 

Januar^'^  31,  1945;    An  additiona.1  three  million  cases  of  evaporated  milk  was  re- 
leased to  civilian  consuiuers  from  stocks  lield  b3^  the  Food  Distribution  Administra- 
tion, 

February  3,  1943:     It  was  announced  that  the  price  of  potatoes  would  be  supported 
at  92  percent  of  parity  in  order  to  increase  production  to  fill  wartime  dem.ands, 

February  5,  1943:     A  programi  of  special  advances  was  announced  to  encourage  the 
additional  production  of  specified  war  crops,   and  to  insure  producers  against  loss 
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on  high-risk  crops.,  or  . crops-  they  would  not.  .othemise  und,erte)-ko  to.  ;grow.     The  ad- 
vances will  be'  extended  throu-gh  the  county  Tmr  Boards  and  the  Regional  Agriculti 
Credit  .Co  rporation .  o.f ■  .-the  Farm  Credit  Administration',  '  ;.The  .following  c.rops,  were 
specified:     Potatoes  where  the  farm  goal  is  3:  acres  or  more,   soybeans  for  beans, 
.f,lax  for.  seed  or  fiber,   peanuts  to,  be  harvested /and  pio.]?jed,-  hemp  for  seed,  or; 'f ibej 
dry  beans,  dry  peas,  excluding  wrinkled  varieties,  castor-beans,  tom.atoes,  snap 
beans,   lima. beans,   peas, -carrots  for  processing  or  fresh  sale,   cabbage,  sweet  co: 
and  table,  beets,  the  last  three  for  processing  only.  .  :  •  ■  .  -; 

February  6,   1943:     Southern  farmers  ?\)ere  asked  to  plant  as  much  of  their  1943  farift;:"- 
cotton  allotm.ents  as  possible,  though  not  to  . exceed  , them;,,  after  meeting  special 
war-crop  goals.     This  is  to  increase  yields  ,of  cottonseed  ,  oil  and.  meal  and  cotton 
linters^  *  *  *  *  Pood  Distribution  -  Order  Wo.,  1.4  was  is.sued  reserving  25  percent  of 
the  peanut-oil  production  at  the  point  of  refining  to  assure  adequate  quantities 
for  essential  war  uses,  ......... 

February  7,  1943:     CoopeVative  arrangements  were  announced  v/hereby  the  basic  food 
research  needed  by  the  Army  Quartermaster  Corps  and  the  Navy  Bureau  of  Supplies  and 
Accounts  ,  can  be  conducted  by  t.he  Agricultural  Research.  Administration'."   Two  '  cons ull 
ing  cQmm.ittees  .were  appointed  to  cooperate,  with  and.  advise  the  D-irector  of  the  ARA^j 
one  consisting,  of  ,. outstanding  experts  in  nutrition  and  the  other  of  food-processii 
industry  research  p.ersonnel,  .  ,,,,  ■  .   ■  ■ 

5  .  ....  - 

February.  8,.  ,1943;     The.  Cheddar:  cheese  industry.  Vv'-as  directed  to  set  a.gide  one-half 
its  monthly  production  for  direct  .vmr  use  under.  Food.. Distribution  Order  No,  15  whi 
becomes  effective  February  15.     Domestic  conswnption  of  all  cheese  by  civilians  is 
expected  to  be  approximately  four-fifths  of  the  1941  consumption.    Manufacturers  of 
less  than,  8,000  pounds  of  Cheddar  monthly  arG_  not . included.     Prospective  per  capita 
consumption  for  .1943  is  4,8  pounds  compared  •  with:  6,4  in  1942,,  about  6  in  1938-39, 
5,3  in  1935,  and  a  1935-39  average  of  5.9  pounds,-      *  *  *  The-  Secretary  issued  a 
directive  delegating  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  responsibility  for  the  catch?*^ 
ing,  harvesting,  and  processing  of  fish  and  reserving  to  the  Department-,  of  Agriculi- 
ture  the  v/artime  functions  of  allocation,   reservation  limitation,.  Federal  Procure- 
ment,  and.  c ontainer  supply.     The  P'ish  and  ifildlife  Service  -and  the  FDA  will  v/ork  in 
close  cooperation,  *  *  *  *  A  goal  of  18,000,000  Victory  Gardens  v/as  set  up  as'  com-.:;f; 
pared  with  15,000,000  in  1942,  . 

February  9,   1943:    An  Inter-Agency  Food  procurement  Committee  waS'  creat.ed  consist- 
ing of  representatives  of  principal  Government  agencies  buying  food  for  war  pur- 
poses.    It  con.sists  of  members  from  the  Food  Distribution  Administration,  the 
Directo  r  of  v/hich  is  Chairman,  the  Y/ar  Department^  the  Navy  Department,  the  Marinjj 
Corps,   the  Verteran' s  Administration,  tht^  T  ar  Production  Board,  the  Board  ,of 
Economic  Y/arfare,   the  Office  of  Price  Administration,   and  the  Commodity  Credit 
Corporation, 


!Fe"bruary  14,  1945:     The  program  designed  to  mobilize  more  than  3^  million 
workers  to  help  farmers  meet  the  l^ation's  increased  food  and  fiber  require- 
ments for  1943  v/as  announced.    This  program  complies  with  the  War  Manpower 
Comm.ission' s  directive  assigning  the  Department  r esponsilDility  for  farm  labor. 
It  is  designed  to  provide  year-ro-and,   sea.sonal,  and  emergency  harvest  workers. 

February  17.  1945;     The  castor-bean  seed-production  program  was  announced, 
designed  to  produce  a  stockpile  of  approxim.ately  3  million  pounds  of  p-ore  va- 
riety castor-beans  for  planting  lourposes. 

Februa.ry  20,  1945:     At  the  Secretary's  req_uest  dry' edible  beans,  dry  loeas, 
lentils,  and  dehydrated  and  dry  soups  were  added  to  the  list  of  foods  to  be 
rationed  to  consumers  by  the  OPA  beginning  March  1,  because  of  heavy  demands 
b^^  our  arm.ed  forces  and  the  Russian  Army  for  dry  beans  and  dry  peas. 

February  23,  1945:     The  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  Office  of  Education 
announced  their  Joint  campaign  to  recruit  from.  500,000  to  650,000  Victory  Farm 
Volunteers  among  non-farm  youth  to  do  farm  work  during  the  spring  and  summ.er 
months.    These  will  be  part  of  the  U.  S.  Crep  Corps.  *  *  *  *  Vfeeat  marketing 
quotas  were  suspended  in  a  move  to  insure  adequate  food  and  feed  supplies. 

March  1,  1943:     An  Agricultural  Labor  Adm.ini  strati  on  was  created  in  the  Depart- 
ment to  be  responsible  for  the  development  and  direction  of  all  phases  of  its 
farm  labor  program.     It  took  over  such  work  previously  carried  on  by  the  Agri- 
cultural Labor  Branch  of  the  FPA,  and  will  integrate  farm,  labor  work  done  by 
the  FDA,  the  FSa,  .and  the  Extension  Service,  or  elsewhere  in' the  Departm.ent , 

March  5.  1943:     A  three-point- program  to  lorevent  black  market  o;oerations  was 
announced  as  part  of  a  nationeuL  meat-managem.ent  plan.     It  involved  livestock 
slaughter  under  a.  perm.it  S2-^stem-;   complete  records  of  all  operations"  of  slaugh- 
terers; and  the  '  sett ir+g  aside  for  w.ar  use  of  designated  percentages  of  their 
..production  by  slaugliterer s  operating  under  Federal  inspection, 

March  8,  1945;     It  wa,s  announced  that  farm  families  enlisted  in  the  1945  food 
production  program  .will  be  awarded  a  Certificate  of  Farmi  War  Service  in  recog- 
nition of  their  effert-s. 

March  10,  1945:     Announcement  was  made  of  a  meeting  of  fatty  oils  m.anuf acturer s 
with  Department  representatives  in.  Washington  to  discuss  ways  and  means  of 
combating  the  shortage  of  fats  and  oils;  the  expansion  of  tall  oil  refining 
capacity  was  proposed,  this  being  a  pulpv/ood  by-product  which  can  be  used  as 
an  "extender"  of  fats  and  oils, 

March  11,  1945:  The  Secret.?.ry  aut.horized  the  OPA  to  institute  rationing  of 
Fieats,  edible  fats  and  oils  including  butter,  cheese,  a.nd'  canned  fish  on  or 
before  April  1. 

March  15,   1945:     A  price-support  program  to  facilitate  increased  production 
and  processing  of  canning  vegetables  in  1945  was  announced,  superseding  the 
program  announced  January  28  last.     The  program  assures  farmers  20' to  50  per- 
cent higher  prices  for  their  crons  than  in  1942  and  protects  canners  against 
l«sses  due  to  increased  cost  of  raw  -Droducts,     Crops  involved  are:  Tomatoes, 
sweet  corn,  snpop  beans,  green  peas,  lima  beans,  beets,  carrots,   and  cabbage 
ftT  kraut.     CCC  will  buy  raw  materials  from  canners  to  support  prices  and  then 
re-sell  th  them  at  1942  prices.     OPA  collaborates  with  the  Department  in  the 
program. 


March  16.  1943:     The  Standing  Agricultiir.al  Conmittee  ■  of  Canada'  and  the  Unit-ed 
States  of.  America,,  consisting  of  of  facials  of  iDQth  ^countries,  vras  established 
;to  coordinate  production  and  di.stribut ion  policies  pf.  the  two  "countries.,  ••  • 

March  23,  1943;     Food;  Distribution  Order  40  was  issued  providing  that  all .  shell 
eggs  in  cold  storage  on  May  31  shall  be  set  aside  for  governmental  agencies,  ■ 
This  was  done  on  the  basis  of  information  that  storage  had  so  increased  in  . 
recent  weeks  that  the  heavy  movement  of  shell  eggs  into  storage  adv^ersely  af- 
fected civilian  supiolies.    Food  Distribution  Order  41  wa^.  issued  reserving 
the  entire  1943  production  of  spray-process  dried  whole  eggs  for  delivery  to 
governmental- agencies.     It  also  limited,  production  of  frozen  and  liq^uid  eggs, 
dried  yelks,  dried  albiamen,  and  pan-dried. whole  eggs  to  the  quantities  produced 
and  sold  for  coinmercia,l  use  in  1942,  but  it  will  not  reduce  the  quantity  of 
such  products  available- for-  civi.lian"  use  below  the  civilian  consumption  level 
of  1942^.  .  ,     •  r 

March  24.  1943;     The  transfer  of  -the  %trition  Division  of  the  Office  of  Defense 
Health  and  Welfare  Service'  to  the.  Department Vs  Food  Distribution  Administration 
was  announced,  pursuant  to  BxScutive  Order  9310,   issued  by  the  President  on 
March  9.    T-he  Division  will  form ;  the  nucleus^  of ,  p..  Nutrition  and  Food  Conser- 
vation,^ Branch  in  the  FDA,  -v;hich  will  attempt  to  align  every  kitchen  in  the 
Nation'' with  the  war  food  program,  ■        -  ;   - : 

March  26-^  1943-;     The  President 's -Sxecutlve  Order-  established  an  Administration 
pf  Food  Production  and  Distribution  consolidp.ting  the  former  Food  Production" 
Administration . ( except  .Faun  Credit  Administration) ,  Food  Distxibutioh  Mmin-  . 
istration,  Commo(^i'ty  Credit, '.Corporation,  and  Sxtension.  Service;  -  Tte  :fcdm.inis- 
:jirator  of  Food  production  and  Food  Distribution  will  hold  powers  Conferred 
on  the. Secretary  by  the  Executive  Order  of  December  5,  1942,  including  those 
with  respect  to  farmj manpower  and  labor.    The  Secretary  will  continue  .^^..a 
member  of  WB,  chairman  of  the  Inter-Departmental  Committee,  and  United'  States 
representative  oii  the  Combined  Food  Board.     .       •  .    .  • 

March  30.  1943;     The  Food  Distribution  Administration  anno^ced  it  would,  soon - 
release  two  million  cases  of  canned  fruits  and  vegetables  to  augment  civilian 
supplies.  *  The  Rubber  Director  and  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Jointly 

announced  that  the  G-uayule  Emergency  Rubber  Program  is  to  be  curtailed  to  min- 
imize interference  with  food-crops  production.     Such  higli-grade,  irrigated 
land  leased  but  not  already  planted  to  guayule  will  bo  turned  back  to  owners 
or  subleased  for  food  production.    No  further  lands  will  be.  leased  for. the 
rubber  project. 

AT^ril  19.  1945;     A  supplement  to  Executive  Order  No.  9322,  of  March  26,  earned 
the  now  Department  food  agency  the  War  Food  Administration  and  clarified  the  ■ 
pov/ers  and  functions  of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  and  the  War  Food  .Admin- 
istrator.- .  ••        .  :  ■ 

ADril  30.  19"43:     The  WFA  announced  a  new  organization  under  a  deputy  adminis- 
trator to  administer  the  f apu  labor  program.     -  ■ 

May  10.  1945;  The  WFA  established  an  Office  of  Materials  and  Facilities  under 
a  deputy  administrator  to  have  charge  of  all'programs  concerned  with , supplier, 
machinery,  equipment,  materials,  and -facilities .used  in  producing  and  process- 
ing food.  *  *  *  *  The  JiRA  announced  that  apple  sirup,  which  its  scientists^ 
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developed  to  make  use  of  off-grade  fruit  ajid  a.pple  wp„ste,  .was  in  large-sca.le 
commercial  production  and,  ajnong  other  things,  v\ras  "being  used  by  the  tohacco 
industry  to  replace  glycerin  needed  in  m.aking  explosives, 

^  •  ■ 

May  13,  1945;     The  administrators  in  charge  of  food  production  and  food  dis- 
tribution activities  "became  members  of  the  Executive  Staff  'Of  the  ICFA.  *  *  *  * 
The  AHA  annourc  ed  an  improved  method  for  dehydrating  na,tural  America,n  oheddar 
cheese  for  Lend-lease  and  other  uses,  which  will  release  spray-drying  equip- 
ment for  drj-ing  other  foods. 

Ma.y  17.  1945;     A  V/ar  Meat  3oa,rd  was  established  to  f Facilitate  the  handling 
of  the  F?„tion' s  meat  supply,  as  was  jeintly  announced  by  the  "i^A  and  the  OPa. 

May  18,  1945;     The  APA.  announced  a.  new  t;^^e  of  lignin  plastic  which  can  be 
made  from  farm  wastes  and  used  to  replace  metal  for  m.any  purposes,  including 
some  military.     The  ITorthern  Regional  Research  Laboratory  had  made-  the  plastic 
from  cornstalks,  wheat  straw,  flax  shives,  and  other  fibrous  materials. 

May  19,  1945;  The  ^C?A  sharply  reduced  the  quantities  of  canned . fruits  pjid 
vegetables  that  canners  must  set  aside  from  1943  production  for  G-overnmem.t 
requirements. 

May  25,  1945;     The  War  Pood  Administrator  asked  G-overnors  and  Comimlssi oners 
of  Agriculture  in  flood-stricken  States  of  the  middle  Mississippi  bp.sin  to 
meet  with  his  porsona,l  representative  on  May  26  to  formulate  a  joint  Pederal- 
State  program  for  1945  food  production  in  the  flooded  areas. 

May  26,  1945;     The  ^^PA  and  the  Vtt'B  announced  a  programx  to  relieve  farmers' 
lumber  needs  for  essential  repair  and  construction,  the  latter  extending  a 
AA^-.2  preference  rating  for  delivery  of  500,000,000  board  feet  of  lumber  during 
Jun'i  to  September,  on  authorized  purchase  certificates,   the  distribution  phase 
of  the  prograia  being  handled  by  the  WA,  *  *  *  *  The  "'•'^A  announced  the  a-npoint- 
ment  of  a  Director  of  Transportation  to  act  as  the  Administrator's  direct  rep- 
resentative in  coordinating  the  transportation  work  of  its  constituent  agencies. 

May  28,  1945;     The  WA  announced  measures  are  being  provided  to  requisition 
idle  farm,  machinery  where  necessary  to  make  it  available  for  purchase  by  farmers 
in  need  of  it  or  who  can  mt  it  to  full  use.  *  *  *  *  The  Porest  Service  announced 
com.pletion  of  experimental  plantings  of  four  selected  strains  of  geldenrod, 
totaling  650  acres,  as  part  of  the  emergency  rubber  prograjn. 

May  51,  1943;     Discontinuance  of  Comodity  Credit  Corporation  sales  of  wheat 

for  feed  after  May  51,  exceiot  to  talsie  ca.re  of  emergency  situations,  was  announced 

by  the  WPA, 

Jure  5,  1945;     The  Severages  and  Tobacco  Division  of  the         became  part  of 
the  ViTPA,   its  functions  to  be  a.dm^inistered  by  the  PDA. 

June  16.   1945;     The  WA  took  emergency  action  to  keep  corn-processing  plants 
supT)lied  with  corn  needed  in  the  production  of  war  products.    At  the  same  tim.e 
it  called  all  loajas  on  the  1942  crop  corn,  loans  to  be  paid  or  the  corn  deliv- 
ered to  the  CCC  not  later  than  July  15.  *  *  *  *  The  ARA  announced  a  method 
of  producing  alcohol  from,  v/heat  without  the  addition  of  malt,  with  the  poss- 
ibility of  separa-ting  protein  and  starch  at  the  beginning  of  the  alcohol  process. 
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~If  this  could  'De  done  commercially  at  low  expense,  a  large  quantity  of  protein 
for  livestock  feed  and  other  uses  could  .be  made  available  before  distillation 
instead  of  being  recovered  from\ distiller ',s  slop  as  at  present. 

June  23.  1945;    An  Office  of  Labor  was  established  in  the         to  carry  out 
all  labor,  manpower,,  and  wage-stabilization  programs  heretofore  carried  out 
■^y  various  agencies  ©f  the  Administration,       .  . 

June  25.  1943;     The  WFA  announced  requisitioning  corn  stocks  in  .96  midwest ern 
terminal  elevators  in  a  further  effort  to  get  corn  to  vital  processing  plants, 
the  supply  obtained  to  be  allocated  later  by  the  Administration. 

July  8.  1943;     IfPA  announced  its  intention. to  purchase  canned. vegetables  -  .  ' 
■^matoes,  tomato  Juice,  tomato  pulp,  tomato  paste,  sweet  corn,  snap  beans, 
green  peas,  lim.a  beans,  beets,  and  carrots  -  under  a  price-support  pro^raqi. 

July  13.  1945; '   WFA  announced  the  1944  all-out  food-production  program  which 
i|ivolved  planting  580,000,000  acres  to  crops. 

July  26.  1943:  The  Secretary. announced  flood-restoration  loans  designed  to 
enable  farmers  to  put  their  flood-damaged  farms  back  into  cultivation  in  12 
midwest ern  and  southern  States. 

July  31.  1943;    Food  Distribution  Order  .71  was  is  sued. placing  a  temporary .em- 
bargo on  the  sale,  purchase,  and  processing  of  turkey,  to  enable  the  armed 
forces  to  secure,  their  requirements. 

August  9.  1945:     WFA" announced  the  allocation  to  civiliajis  of  twelve  times 
the  soya  products  available  last  year  to  .strengthen  the  wartime  diet. 

August  10.  1943:  Details  of  the  new,  ever-all  program  for  licensing  liVG.stock 
slaughterers,  effective  August  15,  were  announced  by  'vv'FA.  . 

August  14.  1943;.    The  Food  Industries  Labor  Branch  was  transferred  from  FDA  . 
to  WFa' s  Office  .of  Labor. 

August  18.  1945;  The  turkey  embargo  order  was  tightened  by  amendment  to  res- 
trict all  sales  to  civilians  after  August  21  until  the  armed,  forces'  require- 
ment for  oversea  shipment  is  me.t.. 

August  24.  1943;     WA,  announced'  a  potato  .l.oan  program  to  insure  growers  of 
returns  a.s  high  as  the  support  prices  announced  at  planting  time  would  provide, 
and  to  assure  orderly  distribution  of.  this  year's  record  croiD, 

August  25.  1943;     IVFA  established  the  ITational  ^^ar  Board.  .  . 

August  26.  1943;  The  Office  of  War  Board  Services  was  established  in  WFA  under 
a.  Director.  .  :  . 

August  30,  1945:     Attention  was  called  to  the  fact  that  Federal  standards,  would 
require  a  higher  level  of  enrichment  in  the  manufacture  of  white  bread  after 
October  1,  in  conformity ' with  new  standards  for  enriched  flour  prescribed  under 
the  Food,  Drugs,  and  Cosmetic  Act.  .      .  '  ■ 
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August  31,  1943:     Ihe  butter  set-aside  quota  v/as  lowered  from  30  to  20  percent  of 
Septenber  production. 

September  1,   1943:     Livestock  slaughter  quotas  were  suspended  for  two  months, 

September  6,   1943:    YjTA  announced  its  purchase  program  for  12  classes  of_  1943-crop 
dry  edible  beans . 

September  7,   1943:     vTFA  announced  that  1,600,000  placements  of  workers  had  been  made 
on  ^xmerican  farms  through  the  Governraent  farm-labor  program  during  the  past  four 
mionths  , 

September  8,   1943:    WA  authorized  the  Director  of  Food  Distribution  to  regulate 
expanding  fluid-milk  sales  through  a  system  of  dealer,  quotas. 

September  18,,  1943:  It  was  announced  that  there  would  be  no  marketing  quotas  for  the 
1943  corn  crop, 

September  24,   1945:    YvTa  announced  its  over-all  organizational  set-up.     It  v^as  made 
clear  that  Department  staff  and  service  agencies  fonn  pstrt  of  and  serve  the  YiFA 
just  as  they  do  the  USDA.  ■ 

October  1,  1943:    WFA  announced  the  general  provisions  of  a  payment  program  effec- 
tive October  1-December*  31 ,  1943,  to  protect  dairy  farmers  a.gainst  increases  in  the 
.prices  of  dairy  feeds  above  the  level  of  September  1942, 

October  4,   1945:     Potatoes  were  named  a  national  Victory  Food  Selection,   October  21 
to  November  6,   in  v iexv  of  an  all-time  high  record  crop  and  the  need  for  conserving 
part  thereof  in  homo  storage, 

October  6,  1943:     The  functions  of  VTA  and  CCC  with  respect  to  the  procurem.ent  and 
development  of  food,  food  machinery,  and  other  food  facilities  in  foreign  countries 
v;as  transferred  to  and  consolidated  in  the  Foreign  Economic  Administration, 

October  14,   1943:    WFA  arjiounced  th  e  formation  of  an  Inter-Agency  Committee  on  Food 
for  Workers  to  aid  in  the  progrsm  of  providing  food  needed  by  industrial  workers, 
thus  assuring  the  highest  efficiency  in  production.     It  includes  representatives  of 
J'IFK,  WPB,   OFA,  andmiC.     The  Director  of  the  FDa  is  chairman. 

October  23,.  1943:     By  General  Departmental  Circular  No.  14  the  Administrative 
. Council  and  its  Functions  were  reconstituted.     Its  alternate  chairmen  are  now 
Assistants  to  the  Secretary  and  the  vVar  Food  Admj.ni  strati  on.     Its  other  m.embers  are 
the  Directors  of  Finance  and  Budget  Office,^  Personnel,  and  Information;  the  Solicitor 
the  Chief  of  the  Office  of  Plant  and  Operations;  and  the  Land  Use  Coordinator,' 

I  October  29,   194-5;     The  President,  by  Executive  Order  amending  previous  Order  No. 
[  9334,  made  the  v/ar  Food  i-i.dm.ini strator  the  L'nited  States  member  of  the  Combined  Food 
I  Board,  with  the  Secretary  as  neutral  chs^irman,   designated  both  officials  mem.bers  of 
I  the  V.'ar  Production  Board,  abolished  the  Food  Advisory  ComrAittee  and  the  Inter-^i-gency 
[Allocations  Conunittee,  and  s-et  up  a  Food  Requirements  and  /-allocations  Comjnittee  to 
pass  on  all  domestic  and  foreign  claims  for  food  from  U,-S.  sources  in  WFa.     On  the 
same  day  the  i/ar  Food  ^A-dministrator  appointed  the  Director  of  FDa  chaiman  of  this 
nev7  canmittee  and  also  designated  him  the  Adm.inistrator^  s  personal  representative 
and  deputy  on  the  Combined  Food  Board.     (See  also  Administrator's  Memorandum  No,  30 
dated  October  28,   1943),     ********  By  Adm.inistrator '  s  Memorandum  No,  31, 
dented  October  29,  1943,  the  functions  of  the  State  and  County  War  Boards  werp. 
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reassigned  and  rodefined.;  so  ajsq  were  those  of  iidministrative  and  Department  line 
agencies  in  the  field. 

November  6,   1943:     Under :  Suppl-ement  ,  1  to  Admini  strator  '  s  Memorandum  No.  27,  dated 
November  6,   1943,  the  name  of  the  Office  of  Labor  Supply  v/as  changed.' .back  to  Offic^ 
of  Labor,  minor  changes  were -ma- de  in,  th«,  functions  ,  of  the  Offices  of  Budget  and  ■ 
Finance  and  of  Personnel,  and  the  Office  of  Land  Use  Coordination  v/as-  added  ■  to -the  | 
list  of  USDA-Y(FA  service  and  staff  agencies. 

December  1,  1943:    Administrato  r'^  S"- Memorandum  No <■  27,  Supplement '  2,' "was  '  issued  de 
filing  the  functions  of  the  Office  of  Transportation  and  stating  that  this  Office  } 
formed  part  of  the  Office  of  the  War  Food  Administrator  and  was  not  one  of  the  WA  v 
program  agencies,  '  '  ,  _     .  -p. 

■■ ...  ■  ■  ■ 

December  4,  1943:     vfFA  announced  a  series  of  steps  to  be  taken  e^s  part  of  the 
Governm.snt  livestock-feed  conservation  program.     These  involved  eliiriination  of  CCC 
subsidies  paid  on  corn  moving  from  surplus  to  eastern  and  southern  deficit  areas; 
an  increase  in  the  price  of  feed  v/heat;  and  an  offer  to  buy  corn  during  the  remainder 
of  1943  at  the  old  ceiling  price  i.n  approximately  150  counties  on  the  fringe  of  the 
Com  Belt  where  the  nexv  corn  ceiling,  effective  December  6,  amounts  to  a  price  re- 
duction.    The  program  is  designed  to  bring  prices  of  various  feed  grains  more  nearly 
into . line  with  one  another,   so  as  to  use  and  conserve  these  grains  -as  efficiently 
as  possible  and  make  more  feed  available  in  deficit  areas, 

December  18,  1943:  Food-  Production  Order  No.  9  was  issued  by  WFA  to  effect  better  " 
distribution  of  protein  meal  among  livestock  and  poultry  feeders  and  among  m.ixed-feed 
manufacturers, 

December  50,  1945:     Administrator's  Memorandum  No,-  11,   revised.  Supplement  2,  dis- 
continued the  Office  of  vVar  Board  Services,   transferred  the  personnel  to  FP.-l,  and 
the  functions  to  the  Chairman  of  the  National  Viar  Board,  '   ,  ,      •     '  _ 

January  1,   1944:     General  Departmental  Circular  No,  21  trp~nsf erred  the  functions, 
personnel,  property  and  records  of  the  Office  of  Land  Use  Coordination  to  the 
immediate  Office  of  the  Secretarjr, 

January  6,   1944;    'wFA  issued  its  statement  on  its  own  and  privately  omed  food  st^cki 

January  12,  1944:    Administrator's  Memorandum  No,  31,   revised,.  Supplement  1,  was 
issued  to  supplement  Memorandum  No,  31  regarding  the  coordination  of  activities 
carried  on  through*  State  and  County  Vfar  Boards, 

January  19,  1944:     The  spring  program  on  unrationed  and  low- point  foods  v;as  announO' 
The  idea  is  to  create  larger  sales  of  unrationed  and  lovf-point  foods  and  to  advise  ^ 
the  public  that  the  most  practical  method  of  sharing  our  food  supply  is  to  emphasize 
available  and  more  plentiful  foods  which  are  unrationed  or  of  lovv-point  value. 

January  21,   1944:    j^idministrator '  s  Mcmorand-um  No.  27,  Supplement  4,'  changed  the  namf 
of  the  Food  Production  ixdministration  and  the  Food  Distribution  ixdministrati on  to 
the  Office  of  Production  and  the  Office  of  Distribution,   respectively;  redefined  the 
functions  of  these  offices  and  of  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation;  and  established 
an  Office  of  Price  to  deal  with  problems  relating  to  the  approval  of  maximum  prices 
for,  and  price  support  of,  agricultu  ral'  comr.iodities .     The  soil  Conservation  Service, 
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the  Agricultural  Ad.justnient  i^gency,   and  the  Farm  Security  Administration  becamG  in-  : 
dependent  agencies  in  the  War  Food  i-^dninistration. 

January  24j   1944:-  To  facilitate  the  execution  of  changes  proscribed  in  Administrator' 
Menorandum  27,   Supplenont  4,   issued  January  21,  an  i-vdministrativo  ComTnittee  was  es- 
tablished under  "the  chairma,nship  of  V/ilson  Covren,  assistant  V[ar  Food  .^dminis.trator . 
X;  ;*  *  The  functions  of  "Che  Interw-gency  Inforn".e.tion  Corjnitteo  were  DJinounced.  This 
Comnittee  consists  of  representatives  of  Ylar,  Vipsvy,  V.TB,  T/TIC,  ViLB,   PAa--,  Interior, 
ODT,  RFC,  SSS,  OPA,   Treasury,   OES,  FEr.,  Maritime  Commission,  War  Shipping  ^^dm.inis- 
tration,  FEA,  etc.,   and  its  purpose  is  to  increase  the  flow  of  goverrjncnt  informxatiQr 
s.'^out  production  and  employment  problems. 

January  26,   1944:    7/FA  announ.ced  proposed  1944  support  prices  for  farm  products, 

Janua.ry  29,   1944:    A  Department  PoultrjA  Committee  was  announced  under  the  chairman- 
ship of  I'i.D.  Tdrmohlon,'  Office  of  Distribution,  mth  representatives  of  both  WFA  and 
USDA,  to  serve  as  a  central  point  of  reference  for  appropriate  matters  relating  to 
poultry  and  eggs,   and  to  facilitate  the  interchange  of  information  and  discussion  of 
operating  problems  and  programs  x'diich  concern  m.ore  than  one  agency  of  the  Departmen't, 

Februa.ry  17,  1944:    ITFA  a.nnounced  proposed  1944  support  prices  for  hay 'and  pasture 
seeds,   subject  to  subsequent  e^ct  of  Congress  providing,  funds, 

February  18,   1944:    WFA  announced  proposed  support  prices  for  vegetables  for  canning 
and  for  canned  vegetables,    subject  to  later  act  of  Congress  making  provision  for 
ce.rrying  out  this  program.. 

March  2,  1944:  The  Office  of  Materials  and  Facilities  was  designated  by  General 
Departmental  Circular  31  to  prepresent  \^Fj^  and  the  Department  in  all  :matters  pertain- 
ing to  the  distribution  of  surplus  mr.terials,   equipmicnt,  and  facilities  ava.ilable 
for  release  by  the  armed  forces  and  other  governmental  agencies,   ?:nd  v/as  directed 
to"  formulate  and  adm.inister  a  program  for  the  effective  use  thereof. 

March  4,  1944:    WTa  announced  1944  support  prices  on  farm  products,  these  proposals 
having  hitherto  been  contingent  upon  action  by  Congress  "making  provision  to  cs^rry 
them  out.     Congress  had  novj"  taken  such  action  and  price   schedules  became  effective. 
A  com.plete  s"umm-ary  of  the  support-price  program  vre.s  thereupon  issued. 

March  9,  1944;     Existing  organizations  in  the  Office  of  Distribution  were  regrouped 
to  define  responsibilities  e.nd  a.uthoritv  miore  clearlv,  and  to  stream.line  administra- 
tion.     Deputy  Directors  for  Comm-oditA^  and  Industry'"  Regulation,  for  Supply  for  Civil- 
ian Programs,  and  for  Managem.ent  were  nam.ed,  and  YfFA's  food  procurem.ent  and  disposi- 
tion functions  vrere  centralized  at  the  same  timio ,        newly  created  ;Procurem_ent 

Branch  under  the  Deputy  Director  for  Supply  became  responsible  for  all  food  purchas- 
ing and  disposition  of  comjnodities  for  the  Office  of  Distribution. 

March  18,   1944:     The  duties,  respo"nsibilities,  and  functions  of  the  Office  of  Pro- 
duction Were  outlined  in  -adm-inistrator '  s  Memorandum  2  7,   supplem^ant  6.     This  super- 
seded Administrator's  JiemiOrandum  26  and  all  other  m^mioranda  previously  issued,  inso- 
far as  inconsistent  therewith. 
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April  18,  1944:    Provision  was  made  by  xi.dministrator' s  Memorandum  43  for  offering, 
advisory  assistance  to  returning  veterans  wishing  to  farm.    The  Extension  Se;rvice^ 
with  and  through  cooperating  State  extension  services,  was  given  charge  of  this  ; 
program.    Operational  procedure  developed  in  consultation  with  Selective  Service 
was  made  public, 

April  20,  1944:    An  essential -oils-industry  advisory  committee  was  organized  by 
WA  under  the  chairmanship  of  a  staff  member  of  the  Office  of  Distribution. 

April  21,  1944:    The  hen-turkey  set-aside,  and  a  revision  of  the  milk-conservation 
program  were  announced  by  WA.  "  Both  made  such  adjustments  as  were  needed  to  take* 
advantage  of  spring  peaks  and  marketing  conditions. 

April  25,  1944;    FSA  announced  large  increases  in  1943  production  by  its  borroweis^ 
49  percent  more  meat  and  14  to  65  percent  more  of.  five  war-essential  food  and  oil 
crops,  over  1942. 

April  24,  1944:    Wk  and  the  Department  announced  their  administrative  setup  and 
preliminary  plans  for  handling  their  responsibilities  in  the  disposal  of  surplus 
war  property  that  can  be  used  in  agricultural  production.  *  *     An  urgent  appeal 
was  issued  to  farmers  in  surplus -pro due ing  counties  of  the  Corn  Belt  to  sell.corn 
to  the  Government,  insofar  as  not  required  for  their  ovm  needs  or  needs  of  feeders 
in  their  own  communities. 

April  25,  1944:    The  Combined  Food'-Board  made  Dublic  its  findings  regarding  the 
wartime  food  supplies  reaching  average  British,  Canadian,  and  Amer ican .c itizsns, 
and  comparisons  with  prewar  diets. 

May  2,  1944:    The  operational^polioies  of  .TISDa-II/FA  for  .making  assistance  available 
to  f  armors  and  ranchers  in  all  phases -of  water .  development ,  us'3,  and  disposal  -'j 
that  are  related  to  crop  and  livestock  production  and  domestic  requirements  were 
restated  in  General  Departmental  Circular  No.  39, 

May  24,  1944;    The  respective  responsibilities  of  the  Office  of  Labor  and  of  the 
Extension  Service  in  the  vrartime  farm-labor  program  were  defined  in  Admin istratorfe 
Memorandum  No,  27,  Supplement  8«  , 

June  2,  1944;'    The  Secretary  designated  60  counties  in  Missouri  and  Illinois  to 
receive  funds  to  help  farmers  restore  property  damaged  by  floods  or  windstorms  in 
1944.  • 

June  27,  1944;    Wk  announced  the  appointment  of  a  1944-45  control  committee  to 
administer  the  Federal  marketing  agreement  regulating  the  handling  of  certain  pear 
varieties  in  Oregon,  1/Vashington,  and  California.  *      *  *The  United  States  and 
Canada  began  a  cooperative  experiment  to  test  methods  of  applying  sprays  frau 
aircraft  for  the  control  of •  the  spruce  budworm  in  Ontario  and  Quebec,  and 
threatening  to  invade  spruce  forests  of  Ifew  England  and  the  Lake  States. 

July  4,  1944:    Specific  Ceiling  Regulation  No,  20,  the  first  such  regulation 
aiDplying  to  dairy  workers  to  be  issued  since  the  farm  wage  stabilization  began, 
November  1942,  appeared.    It  established  maximum  wage  rates  for  dairy  workers  i^H 
certain  portions  of  the  Los  Angeles  pietropolitan  milk  shed. 

■July  6,  1944:    Announcement  was  made  of  Wk  arrangem.ents  to  lease  a  75-year-old  H| 
limestome  mine  near  Atchison,  Kans.,  to  be  converted  into  12  million  cubic  feet  of 
storage  space  for  Government -owned  lard,  eggs,  and  other  perishable  foods. 

July  10 ,  1944 ;     Information  was  released  on  the  manner  in  which  farmers  in  all 
States  who  need  lumber  fo?  maintenance  and  repair  work  on  farms  can  obtain  pro« 
ference  ratings  aa  high  as  those  assigned  any  civilian  use. 
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July  13,  1944:    TiTFA  announced  that  the  National  School  Lunch  prograri  for  the 
1944-45  school  year  had  been  assured  with  an  appropriation  of  ^^'50, 000, 000  by 
Congress  for  its  operation.    WFA  said  the  pro,;:;raiii  Y/ould  be  sinilar  to  that 
carried  out  in  1943-4-4. 

.July  14, '1944:,  'WA  announced  issuance  of  a  general  Giuthorization  under  "Jar  Food 
Order  69,  amended,  releasin,'-;  certain  fruits  for  the  production  of  alcoholic 
products.    This  action  was  taken  in  the  face  of  prospective  largo  crops  of 
|.eciduous  and  citrus  fruits, 

July  17,  1944;    WFA  announced  that  68  million  bushels  of  corn  had  boai  acquired 
'by  Government  as  a  result  of  the  "Corn  For  ITar  Program."    A  summary  of  operation 
under  "Jar  Food  Order  ITo.  98,  7/hich  restricted  corn  sales  in  125  counties  of  5 
rSidwest  States  vas  disclosed.     Thus  corn  ms  provided  for  the  r.anufacture  of  air- 
plane and  tank  engines,  explosives,  textiles,  m:Cdical  supplies,  and  other  items 
needed  bv  the  anned  forces. 

August  1,  1944:     Food  processors,  distributors,  and  storage-plant  operators  i/oro 
ins  true  tod  that  '7FA  Liomiber  or  alternates  v;ould  bring  their  m.anpoiTor  problems  to 
the  attention  of  area  Production  Urgency  and  -^^tinpovrer  Priorities  comxiittces.  The 
former  are  under  the  chairm.anship  of  "JPB,  the  latter  under  chairmanship  of  the 
Tfcr  -ianpoTfcr  Commission, 

August  2,  1944:  Administrator's  -icmio randum.  iTo.  46  announced  the  appointment  of 
a'  Committee  on  Drought  ProbleriS  to  develop  rocomriondations  for  ameliorating  the 
adverse  effects  of  v;idespro£.d  droughts  on  ■..rvi'trmc  croD  and  livestock  •oroduction. 

Septem.bor  6,   1944:     Annoimccr;ent  '  jas  r.ade  by  the  Director  of  .-ar  iiobilization, ' 
on  t?ic  ba s i s  of '  a  letter  from,  the  '.Tar  Food  Adrndnistrator  dated  August  31,  that, 
on  September  17,  a  num.bcr  of  food  item.s  '7ould  be  rem.ovod  from,  the  ration  list. 
These  included  certain  fruit  spreads,  canned  vegetables,  and  related  canned 
products.     This  release  -,x.s  made  possible  by  the  production  job  accomiplished  by 
farmicrs  and  food  processors,  and  the  VJFA  T/as  congratulated  on  its  services  in 
comiection  thercT/ith, -"i^  *  *  ^General  Departmental  Circular  No,  51  announced  the 
new  ru.les  on  penalty  m.ail  purs^aant  to  public  La-;/  364,  78th  Congress,  approved 
Juno  28,  1944, 

Seotember  12,  1944;     The  Sec  rata  rv  made  r^ublic  todav  re  oom::  oxidations  of  the  USDA 
p)ost-^/ar  planning  group  calling  for  production  of  solid  nitrogen  fertilizer  at  some 
of  the  synthetic  ami'.ionia  plants  now  operated  by  the  G-ovemxient, 

September  19,   1944:    A  broad  program:  of  hom.e  gardening  for  1945  was  reco-rjraended 
t  o ■ the  Sec  ret a  ry  o  f  Agriculture  and  the  Ifer  Food  Adrndnistrator  by  the  National 
Advisory  Garden  Commiittee,  ,-.   


September  23,  1 944 ?     Announoeoaovjt  -••re.s  -'^ade  ^S:  V  e  end  of  :.:-rtioning  for  all  "arm 
machiner---  and  equipm.ent  except  corn  pickers.    The  "Tar  Food  mdmnnist rator  announced 
that  TRA  rationing  and  ristribut:  -n  control  of  all  farm  maehiner^r  and  equipment, 
except  corn  ■.ickei'S^  '■•ras  at  end. 
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October  9,  1944:  Gc-ncral  DGpr^-rtricntal  Circular  No.  53  appoarGd  outlining  Depai-tmont 
piblicy  on  tho  roomployT^iGnt  of  veterans', 

Qotober  20^  1944:     A  raombcr  of  ^he  staff  of.  the  Fam  IfcnagCDent  -Di^/ision  of  the 
Bur  :.au  oT  Ag'ni cultural  Econonics ' -^/^ais  ■dosignated  to  aid  'TaGhingtbn  veterans  and 
prospective  veterans  in  securing  per&onal-advice  regarding  fa rning  opportunitios . 

October  25j  1944:     The  Extensinn  Service  announce-d        that  11,000  pre.ctical  farmers 
in'  t'.^ro-thirds  of"  the  Nation's '  count ios  were  che:cking  -lavnd:  values  and  other  agri- 
cultural facts.  In  cooperation 'with  i-t';': 'to 'propa  re  for  s"ervicG  as  p'ersonal  Ted  vise  rs 
on  farming  "to  returning  vetemns  ,  *'  *THo .  Victory?"  Garden  Prngrara ^f  or  1945  -'vas 

announced.  *'  *  *  >!-The  Rural  Electrif  icr  tion' Administratinn  announced  its  5-year 
•Drogram  for  providing  electric  service  to  3,655,000  n^ral  homos,  now  T.dthout  current;, 
but  7;hich  can  be  reached  by  extensions  frora  existing'  rural  power  systens  • 

October  26,  1944:    Admini s t rat o r * s  Lidno randum  ITo •  2 7 , ,  Supp lene nt  1 0 , .  e s t ab  1  i s hed  a 
noY7  staff  "WA  Office  of  Surplus  Property  and  Reconversion  to  supcrldso  and  coordinato 
the  functi'^-ns  of  its  various  agencies  in  surplus  property  disposal,  rsconve rsion, 
and  contract  sottlonent.  .    .  ■     ,  . 

Novoinber  10,  1944:    AdiTiinistrator^s  'Mono re.ndiam- ITo ,  2  7,  Supplement  llj,  appointed  a 
Director  of  'vTater  Utilizatinn  in  -tho  Office  of  t?ie  lYar  Food  Adrnlnist rotor,  to 
exercise  general  supervision  over  and  coordinate  the  functions  and  responsibilities 
of  ^WA  agencies  in  the  field  of  water  development,  use,  and  disposal,  and  to  v^ork 
closely  with  the  Lo^nd  Use  Coordinatnr,  who  is  in  tho  Secretary,^s  Office, 

November  15,  1944:    ""rFA  announced  it's  suggested-  1945  national  farm  -oroduction 


program. 


Novembe r  2 0,  1 9 44 :  WFA  announced  tennination  of  rationing  and  distribution  control 
over  corn  pickers,  .       ■         . . 

Ilovernber  28,  1944;  It  was  renorted  that  13h  million  Victor^/'  Gardens  were  grovm  in 
1944.  _  ~  ^.  • 


I'^ovember  50,   1944;     The  Secretary  designated  tho  Director  of  the  Office  of "  Surplus 
j.-operty  and  Reconversion  as  .his  representatives  in  matters  concerning  surplus 


.■p  - 
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Docombor  3,   19  44:     The  Administrator  of  Veterans'  Affairs  designated  "the  USDA  as 
cooperating  agency  to  aid  in  dcterminrng  v/hsther  guara.nty  .of  .fam  loans  should  be 
appi"ovod  f^r  veterans  j  this  iias  under  authority  given  him  in  the-  SGrvi-Gemen 's  Rer-'- 
adjustnent  Act  of  1944 o  - 

December  15,  1944:    Administrator's  I'lep.orandur.i  Ko.,  27,    .Revision  1,  reorganizoc 
giving  nam.es,  functi  ^is,  and  top  personnel  of  'VFA  staff  and  .progrcau  .agencies .  The 
Officosroa^  Production  and  of  Distribution  w  re  abolished.     Offices  of  Basic 
Commodities,  Marketing  Services,  and  Supply  YJ-ere  cV'^ated.     Feod-i.ianagement  and  crop* 
production  work  of  the  Office  of  Production  vrent  to  its  land-conser\nation 

functi'^ns  to  SCS,     Various  COG  corraodity  dix^isions  were  placed  in  the  noxv  Office  of 
Basic  Commodities,     Tho  Ofricos  of  Marketing  Services  and  Supply  were  formed  from, 
the  former  Office  of ,  Distribution,     Federal  Crov.  Insurance  Corpor--,ti'-^n  be.cam.e  an 
independent  program  agency.     Official  responsibilities  woi^e  clarified, 

December  23,  1944;     General  DenartF.ental  Circular  No,  57  announced  the  appointrnontj 
of  a  Committee  on  'Hati'-nal  Fertiliser  Policy, 

December  27,  1944:     Office  of  Siarplus  Property  and  Rocom^crsion  'Memorandum  No,  1 
"announced  procedures  relati.-ig  to  its  ftmctions  and  operations. 
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January  1,  1945:    "TFA  announced  tenrdnation  of  'Var  Food  Order  96,  Y/liioh  required 
operators  of  tirc.in  elevators  in  5  Com  Belt  States  to  set  aside  60  percent  of  the 
corn  they  received.    A  record  com  crop  of  3,228,000,000  bushels  and  a  reduction 
,in  livestock  nunbers  precipitated  this  action, 

January  3,.  1945:    Adrdnist  rater's  Memo  rand  uiti  No,  2  7,  Reidsion  1,  Supplenent  2, 
announced  apDointraents  to  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Federal  Crop  Insurance 
Corpoiration  as  follows:    ".Y.  A,  ^Jump,  Director  of  the  Office  of  Budget  &  Financej 
B.  Bo^rd,  Director  of  Price 5  Sniest  R,.  Duke,   Chairrnan  National   iar  Board,  and 
also  Ghairran  of  this  Board  of  Directors, 

Januar;,'  5,   1945:    Administrator's  Ilerxoranduju  llo ,  27,   Rev-ision  1,  Amendment  1, 
announced  that  the  Office  of  Basic  Commodities,  the  Office^  of  Su-opl^;-,  and  that  part 
of  the  Office  of  Llarketing  Services  conce iTied ' vrith  school  lunch  and  direct  distri- 
bution-prograns,  (under.  Section  32,  Public  320,  74'th"CongrGss ),  togc-fehor  with  their 
functions,  funds,  pcrsorincl,  and  property,  'ver-  consolidated  with  and  made  part 
of  Coinr^odity  Credit  Corp-^rati^-^n  as  of  January  1,   1943,     To  one  CGC  vice  president 
were  assigned  duties  prcvi-^usly  assigned  the  Director  of  Basic  Commodities,  and  to 
another  those  previously  assigned  to  the  Director  of  Supply  and  to  the  Director  of 
Marketing  Services— insofar  as  school  lunch  and  direct  distribution  programs  are 
concerned.    These  vice  presidents  r  re  directly  responsible  to  the  .iar  Food  Adrndnis-^* 
t  rat  or  in    carrying  out  their  progr-ams, 

January  6,  1945:    7JFA  anmunced  a  revision  upward  of  the  egg-production  goal, 

January  9,   194-5:    ^^JFA  offered  to  buy  50  mdllion  bushels  of  yello'7  corn  from 
farmers,  to  be  held  in  farm  cribs  and  delivered  to  "JFA  during  the  summ.er  months, 
this  stockpile  to  be  set  up  as  an  emergency  reserve  against  future  needs, 

Januar^r  11 5  1945;     Admdnistrator '  s  Ilem^orandum.  ITo.  27,  Revision  1,  Amendmicnt  2, 
defined  the  respective  responsibilities  of  the  Office  of  Labor  and  of  the  Extension 
Service  -with  respect  to  labor. 


